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The Diſſenſions and Debates in the 
ROYAL SOCIETY. 
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HE Diſſenſions, which have lately 
taken place in the Royal Society, 

have unhappily ariſen to ſuch a height, as 
to engage, in ſome degree, the attention 
of the Public. The notion that is gone 
abroad ſeems to be, that ſome members 
of the Society (repreſented perhaps as 
few in number and obſcure in character 
and ſituation) taking fire at an affront, 
which, as they conceived, was put upon 
their friend, by a reſolution of the Coun- 
cil, have, to gratify a reſentment, juſt 
perhaps and honourable in its origin, but 
B un- 
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unjuſtifiable and extravagant in its aims, 


ſtepped boldly forward, and threatened 
to impeach the whole official conduct of 


the Preſident. The Gentlemen who profeſs 


to arraign the meaſures of the Preſident's 
government, cannot ſit ſilent under the 
opprobium of having raſhly diſturbed the 
peaceful labours of a Society, inſtituted 
for better purpoſes than the purſuit of 
private quarrel, and the agitation of con- 
tentious debate. They find it neceſſary 
to declare who they are; of what abuſes 
they complain ; and by what fair and 
honourable means they would ſeek to 
redreſs them. They find an appeal to 
the Public, upon theſe articles, neceſſary, 
on account of the controul that is laid 
upon the freedom of debate in the meet- 
ing room of the Society. They have 
recourſe, as to the laſt reſort of Engliſh- 
men, to the freedom of the Preſs. They 
are ſenſible that it will be for their ad- 
vantage, however contrary to their feel- 
. ings, 
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ings, to transfer their cauſe from the 
bar of their own Society, where it might 
have been for the intereſt of the Prefi- 
dent to have ſuffered it to be tried, to 
the bar of the Public; at which all 
cauſes, once brought to it, are ſure to 
receive, ſoon or late, a fair deciſion. They 
are conſcious that it will ſoon be made 
appear to the Public, what is already 
well known in the Society, that their 
number is neither ſo ſmall, nor their 
fituation ſo low, nor their characters ſo 
inſignificant, as to create a prejudice 
againſt any buſineſs of which they are 
the promoters. Their number is not 
leſs than five-ſixths of the true effective 
members of the Royal Society; five- 
ſixths of thoſe who conſtantly attend its 
meetings from an attachment to its pur- 
ſuits. By their literary fame, and by 
'the rank which they hold in liberal and 
venerable profeſſions, they conceive that 
the Public will allow them ſome title to 
| B 2 reſpect; 
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reſpect; and they hope to make appear 
to the Public, what they have: not been 
allowed\ to explain to the Society, that 
their views are to ſerve the Society in its 
moſt eſſential intereſts. That the Soci- 
ety muſt owe to the ſucceſs of their 
exertions, the renovation of its credit, 
if not the continuance of its exiſtence. 

They conceive that, to put the Public 
in poſſeſſion of the full merits of their 
cauſe, little more is neceflary than a cir- 
cumſtantial narrative of the proceedings 
at Somerſet-Place on the eighth of Ja- 
nuary, and the 12th of February, pre- 
faced with a conciſe ſummary of things 
previous to the meeting on the ezghth, 


The office of the Society's correſpond- 
ing Secretary, an employment of great 
honour, much trouble, and little profit, 
the annual ſalary being no more than 
20 J. had been held, and the duties of 
it had been ably and punctually diſ- 
charged, 
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charged, for ſome years, by Dr. Charles 
Hutton, Profeſſor of Mathematics in the 
Royal Military Academy of Wool wich. 
On the 20th of November, the Preſident 
ſummoned his Council for the purpoſe, as 
afterwards appeared, of depriving Dr. 
Hutton of his office. This purpoſe was ef- 
feed by a reſolution of the Council, which 
was ſaid to be a method of letting down the 
Doctor eaſy; namely, that it was expe- 
dient for the foreign Secretary to reſide 
conſtantly in London. In this reſolution, 
which was ſupported by an igſinuation 
only of a negligence on the part of Dr. 
Hutton, in the duties of his office; the 
Council unanimouſly concurred; with 
the exception only of. the Aftronomer 
Royal, who deſired that his friend might 
be heard before he was diſmiſſed, and of 
Mr. Maty, one of the principal Secreta- 
ries, who out of duty to one of the firſt 


principles of equity, ſeconded the Aſtro- 
nomer's requeſt, 


Dr. 
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Dr. Hutton conceiving himſelf to have 
been affronted by this reſolution of the 
Council, of which the purport was 
too plain not to be underſtood; came 
to the Society, on the 27th of Novem- 
ber, and reſigned his place, in a ſpeech, 
which, though couched in modeſt words, 
and apparently conveying no more than 


an ordinary reſignation, ſtrongly ſpoke 
the language of injured merit. 


On Monday December 1ſt, the Society, 
aſſembled for the anniverſary election of 
the Council and officers, was ſurpriſed 
to find the name of the Aſtronomer Royal 
omitted in the liſt of the intended Coun- 
cil. Their ſurpriſe was the greater, be- 
cauſe no gentleman of eminence in the 
ſame branch of ſcience was ſubſtituted 
in his place. The Aſtronomer's friends 
conceived, that whatever might be pre- 
tended, his independent conduct in 
council was the real cauſe of his diſ- 


miſſion. Their indignation was inflamed, 
6 and 
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l 
and in the interval between the zoth and 
the Society's next meeting, it was de- 
termined, that ſome notice ſhould be 
taken of theſe arbitrary proceedings. 
Accordingly on the eleventh of De- 
| cember, Mr. Poore, in an elegant and 
temperate, but very pointed ſpeech, 


propoſed a vote of thanks to Dr. 
Hutton. 
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He was ſeconded by Mr. Maty, who = 
ſaid, he roſe to ſecond with the utmoſt 
pleaſure, as he had been extremely hurt 
at Dr. Hutton's reſignation, which he 
was ſatisfied the Council could never 
mean to take place. In the uſe of theſe 
expreſſions, he made ſome ſacrifice (a 

_crime of which he is ſeldom guilty) of 
his ſincerity to his complaiſance. His 
own teſtimony, confirmed by what came 
from others, in the progreſs of the bu- 


ſineſs, proved beyond a doubt, that the 
reſolution of the Council was meant for 


Ny 


. 
no other purpoſe than that which it im- 
mediately produced. 


The Preſident, extremely ſurpriſed, at 
firſt made ſome very ſtrong attempts to 
ſtop debate entirely, not only for that 
time, but for ever: but being reminded 
of the poſitive obligation laid upon him 
by the ſtatutes of the Society, to put 
every queſtion regularly moved and ſe- 


conded, he expreſſed a deſire that a Com- 


mittee might be appointed to enquire 
into the merits of the ſervices for which 
Dr. Hutton was to be thanked, at the 
ſame time ſuggeſting that perhaps the 
Council itſelf might be a very competent 


Committee for that purpoſe, Mr. Poore 


roſe again and ſaid, that Dr. Hutton's 
friends deſired nothing ſo much as a. fair 
and ſtrict enquiry into his ſervices in his 
office, and he thanked the Preſident for the 
equity and condeſcenſion of his propoſal. 
Notwithſtanding this declaration from 
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Mr. Poore in the name of Dr. Hutton's 


friends, 


1 
friends, no regular motion came from the 
chair, or from any of thoſe who diſcover- 
ed the warmeſt zeal for the ſupport of 
the Preſident's meaſures for the forma- 
tion of a Committee; nor was any ſtep 
taken to give either form or opening to 
enquiry. ba Prefident ſeemed very 
ready tolet his own propoſal drop, when 
he diſcovered that Dr. Hutton's friends 
were willing and prepared to meet it. 
Dr. Horſley, not averſe to enquiry, (the 
contrary appeared by the very forcible 
expreſſions which he uſed without effect 
to elicit crimination from the Preſident) 
but jealous, as he has ſince declared, 
of the mode to which the Preſident 
ſeemed inclined, urged the queſtion ; 
ſaying, that unleſs the Preſident would 
ſupport his general charge of negligence, 
by allegations of particular inſtances, it 
would be exceedingly improper that a 
gentlemen of Dr. Hutton's high charac- 


ter, ſhould retire from the ſervice of 
C the 
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the Society without their thanks. That 
unleſs ſpecific accuſations were ſet up 
inſtead of vague and general inſinuations; 
the general merit of Dr. Hutton's 
ſcientific character would be the only cir- 
cumſtance which ought to influence the 
ballot. An attempt was made to get rid 
of the buſineſs by the previous queſtion. 
This was rejected by a majority of five, 
the numbers being 33 and 28; after 
which the main queſtion was carried by 
five, the numbers being 3o and 25, 


No ſooner was the meeting broken 
up, than the Preſident ſummoned a 
Council for the Wedneſday following; 
perhaps it would be more accurate to 
to ſay, he would have ſummoned one; 
the fact is, that neither the Preſident, nor 
the Secretary, nor the clerk, nor any 
officer, nor any ſervant of the Society, 
was informed of the actual reſidence of 
Mr. Brander, whom the Preſident had 


put 


N 
put into Council upon the ſuppoſition 
that he lived in London ; whereas for 


ſome time paſt he has retired to his 
country ſeat on the coaſt of Hampſhire. 


For want of this information no ſum- 
mons could be ſent to that Gentle- 
man, and for that reaſon no ſtatuteable 
Council could be held. However a ſuf- 
ficient number aſſembled; a number 
which might have been ſufficient but 
for the informality of the meeting. The 
company paid no attention to a defence 
which Dr. Hutton had ſent in writing to 
the Secretary ; and although no ſpecial 
matter of complaint was alleged againſt 
him, it was thought proper to declare 
that the reſolution of the former Coun- 
cil was a very wiſe one, and ought to be 
inforced. 


The ſequel ſhewed how little theſe 
meaſures were calculated to reſtore the 
peace of the Society; the end which the 


C 2 Preſident 
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Prefident and his Committees profeſſed 
to have in view. On the meeting of 
the Society on the next day, Dr. Horfley 
moved, that Dr. Hutton's defence, which 
the Council had treated not only as nuga- 
tory, but as a full juſtification of the 
vote of the former Council, ſhould be 
read to the Society. The motion was 
introduced with a ſhort ſpeech, in which 
the proceedings of the Council of the 
preceding day were treated with great 
freedom, and the injuſtice ſhewn to Dr. 
Hutton, with high - indignation. 


This motion was ſeconded by Dr. 
Maſkelyne, who had not been preſent at 
the former meeting, in which the vote of 
thanks had been carried; but he now 
came forward with great ſpirit, and in, a 
ſpeech, the ſubſtance of which is in the 
appendix, declared to the Society that he 
had moved to have Dr. Hutton heard 
before he was diſmiſſed, but had been 


_ refuſed, No reply being made to this, 
"a6 


A1 

the following defence was read. To the 
underſtanding of this, however, it is 
neceſſary to premiſe, that though the 
Preſident had refuſed to come forward 
with any direct charge, a rumour had been 
ſet about concerning three foreign letters 
which had not been anſwered. To this 
charge therefore Dr. Hutton replies, and 
then concludes with what muſt have 
ſtruck every body very forcibly at the 
time, that his diſmiſſion (for that was then 
allowed to be the true word) had come 
upon him without a ſingle previous ad- 
monition from the Preſident. 


Dr. Hutton's Defence. 


« As to the duties of the ſecond agree- 
ment made February 1782, I have regu- 
« larly fulfilled them all as far as there 
* was ever any occaſion offered, by re- 
*© turning thanks for all foreign preſents 
« received, and prepared anſwers to all tlie 

« letters 
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« letters I ever received, and ſent them 
* to be laid before Council too according 
-« to article 3d of the agreement. And 
te the reaſon why no anſwers are entered 
ce in a book as required by that article, is 
ce as follows: In the firſt place then, I 
& never received any but three letters; I 
e know of no more; and theſe were given 
eto me by the clerk, who ſaid he had 
te them from the Secretary to deliver to 
« me. Now the firſt two of theſe three 
« were given me at the ſame time, being 
« as it were but one letter, written at the 
« ſame time by the ſame party: it was 
* from the college of Cambridge in the 
American States, conſiſting of two parts; 
« the one part was only to return thanks 
eto the Royal Society for a preſent of the 
« Aſtronomer Royal's printed book of ob- 
« ſeryations, and the other part was to an- 
* nounce a paper of aſtronomical obſerva- 
« tions ſent at the ſame time from the Col 
« lege to the Society. Now as the firſt of 
* theſe two parts could require little or no 

3 *« anſwer, 
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« anſwer, I delayed anſwering them till 
« their paper of obſervations ſhould paſs 
« the Society and Council, that I might 
« be able to inform the College as to the 
« fate of it, whether it was to be printed 
© or not; and Iaſked Dr. Maſkelyne from 
e time to time if it had paſt the Council, 
« which as ſoon as J knew of, and had 
* provided the means of tranſmitting my 
« anſwerto the Collegethrough the hands 
e of a friend at New York, (for we were 
« then at war with America) I prepared 
my anſwer, and ſent it by the clerk to 
* be laid before Council for their ap- 
% probation, with the original letter to 
„ which it was an anſwer. The clerk ac- 
* cordingly delivered it to Mr. Planta in 
* Council, for that purpoſe; but he, 
e without laying my anſwer before the 
Council, returned it to the clerk to give 
eit me back again, ſaying, that it did not 
e ſignify now, as he himſelf had anſwered 
« it. So much then for the anſwer to 
the twin letter. The only other letter 


te that 
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& that was given to me, was alſo by the 
te clerk, who ſaid he had it from the Secre- 
e tary to give me: I aſked theclerk if he 
« knew for what purpoſe it was delivered 
* to me, as it was only a letter to anounce 
* apreſent (from a Mr. Gual, or ſome ſuch 
* name) ſent to the Secretary, and ſeemed 
* to require only a common letter of 
* thanks, as in the 2d article of the agree- 
«© ment; but he ſaid he knew not, as he 
« was only told to deliver it to me. I 
t then aſked Mr. Planta about it, and he 
informed me it only required a common 
«letter of thanks for the preſent, and 
* which letter of thanks I accordingly 
«© wrote'\and ſent like as all the reſt, and 
« which therefore was not a letter to be en- 
te tered in a book as per 3d article of agree- 
* ment. Hence then it appears there can 
no anſwer appear as entered in a book, 
* ſince the only (twin) one, I was prevent- 
e ed from anſwering, and my anſwer never 
laid before the Councii. I am therefore 
« clearly not culpable by any breach of 

« duty. 
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t duty. But if even ſomething 6f this kind 
* had been the caſe: if I had been'dila- 
* tory in ſome part; or if I had delayed or 
* neglected ſome anſwers to letters, &c. 
* might I not have expected to have been 
** reminded of it by the Preſident, or by 
“ fome perſon for him, to have quickened 
© my application, or to have given me oc- 
« cafion to clear up the matter, that there 
** might be no miſunderſtanding, before a 
* vote of cenſure ſhould be paſt on me, 
* amounting to a diſcharge from my office 
% unheard and without the knowledge of 
te any ſuſpicion of any neglect or offence 
* given? And for this purpoſe the Prefi- 
e dent had opportunities enow given him 
* to ſpeak to me about that or any other 
© buſineſs, as I purpoſely have conſtantly 
* attended at leaſt every other public 
te meeting of the Society, and very often 
te every meeting, to the great neglect of 
* my many other important concerns. 
* And theſe frequent attendances in 


* town, where have commonly remained 
D *« for 
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« for three days each time I came, have 


* obliged me to keep apartments in town, 
the expences of which have always coſt 
me more than double the ſalary I re- 
* ceived for the diſcharge of my office. 
e But notwithſtanding all theſe oppor- 
te tunities, ſince the laſt agreement in Fe- 
te bruary 1782, the Preſident has never 
* once opened his mouth to me on the 
e ſubject of my office, nor ever ſent me 
* any meſſage concerning it.“ 


To this defence no regular reply was 
attempted. But in the courſe of ſome 
deſultory debate many circumſtances 
came out, which tended to heighten its 
effect on the minds of the company. 
Mr. Planta confirmed Dr. Hutton's aſſer- 
tions reſpecting two out of the three 
letters. Mr. Planta acknowledged, that 
he had conſented to accept of Dr. 
Hutton's place, under an impreſſion, it 
is to be ſuppoſed, that very ſufficient 


reaſons would appear for Dr. Hut- 


ton's 
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ton's diſmiſſion. He declared, however, 
that he had already recalled the con- 
ſent which he had too readily given, 
and that he now declined the office. 
This declaration redounds highly to Mr. 
Planta's honour; but it accords but 
ill with an aſſertion of the Preſident's, 
that the vote of Council reſpecting the 
Correſponding Secretary, was not in- 
tended to make a vacancy of the office. 
For if the office was not to be made va- 


cant, why was a ſucceſſor provided for 


the perſon who held it? The Preſident, 
who in this debate condeſcended to be 
himſelf the advocate of his own meaſures, 
in proof that Dr. Hutton had written 
no letter, taxed him with having re- 
ceived twenty pounds for having written 
only three. This piece of reaſoning had 
perhaps no great tendency to weaken the 
impreſſions which Dr. Hutton's defence 
had made, confirmed as they had been by 
the candid conceſſions of Mr. Planta, Nor 
| D 2 will 


20 
will it ſeem extraordinary, that the buſi- 


neſs of this night ſhould terminate in an 
approbation of Governor Pownall's mo- 


tion, by a majority which amounted to 


more than three-fourths of the whole 
aſſembly. The motion made by Gover- 
nor Pownall, and ſeconded by Mr. Glenie, 
was in theſe terms: That if Dr. Hut- 
ton hath been, in the opinion of any 
* member of the Society, criminated, it 
e js the opinion of the Society, that he 
* hath fully juſtified himſelf.” It was 
carried by 49 againſt 15. And thus 
cloſed the buſineſs of the Royal Society 
for the year 1783. 


The ſtrong attempts which were made 


in the courſe of the laſt debate, to 


ſtop debate entirely, had compelled the 
Preſident's opponents to inſiſt upon the 
neceſſity of debate in certain circum- 
ſtances of the Society ; and in the heat 
of this argument Dr. Horſley had de- 
clared, * that the Society is now in Cir- 

*« cumſtances 
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1 * cumſtances which render debate ne- 
* * ceſſary to its preſervation: that its 

i © chartered rights had been infringed 
the freedom of its elections controuled 
«© —the buſineſs of the committee of pa- 
«« pers miſmanaged : that he had charges 
8 * to bring forward which might keep 
J * the Society in debate the whole win- 
4̃ ter; eſpecially if upon every occaſion 
AY * of debate it was firſt to be debated, 
* whether the company ſhould debate 
« or no. Perhaps beyond the winter 
Perhaps till the ſeaſon ſhould return 
*. for the Preſident to inculcate his 
* annual admonition from the Chair, 
* which it was to be: hoped would 
never be again, what it had too long 
„ been, a nugatory form—his admoni- 
** tion to the members to think of pro- 
per perſons to be choſen into the 
“ Council, and to fill his own and the 
* other offices.” 


It was now but too evident, that a 
ſtorm was gathering, and the Preſident 
Judged 
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will it ſeem extraordinary, that the buſi- 
neſs of this night ſhould terminate in an 
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The ſtrong attempts which were made 
in the courſe of the laſt debate, to 
{top debate entirely, had compelled the 
Prefident's opponents to inſiſt upon the 
neceſſity of debate in certain circum- 
ſtances of the Society; and in the heat 
of this argument Dr. Horſley had de- 
clared, * that the Society is now in cir- 
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* cumſtances which render debate ne- 
* “ ceſſary to its preſervation: that its 
« chartered rights had been infringed— 
* the freedom of its elections controuled 
« —the buſineſs of the committee of pa- 
«« pers miſmanaged: that he had charges 
* to bring forward which might keep 
„ the Society in debate the whole win- 
*« ter; eſpecially if upon every occaſion 
4 * of debate it was firſt to be debated, 
* whether the company ſhould debate 


I « or no. Perhaps beyond the winter— | 
| 8 | « Perhaps till the ſeaſon ſhould return 


„% for the Preſident to inculcate his 
* annual admonition from the Chair, 
“ which it was to be: hoped would 
„ never be again, what it had too long 
been, a nugatory form—his admoni- 
* tion to the members to think of pro- 
*« per perſons to be choſen into the 
„ Council, and to fill his own and the 
* other offices.” 


It was now but too evident, that a 
ſtorm was gathering, and the Preſident 


Judged 
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Judged it neceffary to take meaſures ta 


aſſwage it. The expedient which he 


_ embraced was to invite a ſelect party to 


his own houſe, to conſider of what mea- 


ſures might be taken for reſtoring the 


peace of the Society. The tranſactions 
of that meeting, at which none of the 
writers of this narrative had the honour 
to aſſiſt, they preſume not to relate. A 
notion ſoon went abroad, which the 
event has fince juſtified, that it was re- 
ſolved to bring forward ſome motion, 
which ſhould quaſh all inquiry into the 
Preſident's official conduct by a general 
vote of thanks or approbation. In the 


| firſt week of January a card was ſent 


round to all the members of the Society, 
in which their attendance, on the 8th, 
was requeſted, in theſe terms : 


The Preſident of the Royal Society 

«« preſents his compliments to Mr, ——, 
* and requeſts his attendance at the next 
«© ordinary meeting of the Royal Society 
5 February 
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[08 3 
February 12th, as it is probable that 
« queſtions will be agitated on which 


the opinion of the Society at large 
*© ought to be taken.“ 


The members which obeyed the ſum- 
mons might be 170. Of theſe it may 
be fairly eſtimated that not more than 
70 were of thoſe who regularly attend 
the mectings of the Royal Society. 


As ſoon as the Preſident had taken the 
Chair Mr. Anguiſh, the Accountant- 
General, roſe, and, declaring that he had 
a motion to make relating to the pri- 
vate concerns of the Society, that might 
probably throw the aſſembly into debate, 
moved, that ſtrangers might not be ad- 
mitted. The motion was ſeconded, and 
carried without a diviſion. For, altho' 
many gentlemen might think it of no 
importance to exclude ſtrangers, yet none 
wiſhed to make a debate upon any ſe- 
condary point. 


After 


[ 24 }] 

After other matters of form were diſ- 
patched, Mr. Anguith roſe, to propoſe 
and recommend his motion. He faid; 
* that the peaceful ſtudies of the Socie- 


te ty had been diſturbed two ſucceſſive 


« nights by debate; that of the oc- 
* caſion of 'theſe debates he would ſay 
* nothing, that buſineſs having been ter- 
«« minated, and he not wiſhing to revive 
e jt; he would therefore confine himſelf 
* to obſerving, that a learned Gentleman 
1 had, he would allow with great can- 
« dour, declared in the laſt of their de- 
te bates, that the Society, far from being 
« quiet now, ſhould be kept in debate 
* for the whole winter; that he would 
*« bring charges againſt the Preſident : 


* he had gone farther ; he had declared, 


*« with the ſame candour, what thoſe 
* charges were; the Accountant-General 
* had heard them; they appeared to 
* him very frivolous; he did not doubt 
but they would do ſo to the Society: 


be that however as it might, the in- 


tent 
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« tent of them was evident, it was to 
« turn the Preſident out of his place: 
« that was the real cauſe before the So- | 
e ciety; why not then try it immedi- 
« ately? For his part, as he had ſaid 
before, he was ſatisfied how it ought 
© to go, and therefore he ſhould move, 
e that this Society do. approve of Sir 
&« Joſeph Banks for their Preſident, and 
ce will ſupport him.” 


This motion was ſeconded by the 
honourable Henry Cavendiſh : it was op- 
poſed by Mr. Poore, who obſerved to 
the following purpoſe. 

He ſaid he thought the motion gene- 
« rally improper, but particularly unſea- 
« ſonable at that time, and in fact equally 
« diſhonourable to the Preſident and his 
« friends. | 
= That it was unprecedented, to propoſe 
« a formal panegyric on any public perſon 

| E , — "0s 


[ 26 J 
«« who had not, by a retirement from 
« office, left a ſeal upon his ſervices and 
character; or who, remaining in it, had 
not given ſome ſignal occaſion for extra- 
* ordinary applauſe : that a motion for 
general approbation, at the beginning of 74 
an annual office, was abſurdinitſelf; and 
„for future ſupport, could be only the 2 
«« effect of blind partiality, and anticipated 4 
* obſequiouſnels. 


% That the Preſident was ſo far from 
*« giving occaſion for extraordinary ap- 
„ plauſe, that he had very lately given 
e cauſe for diſſatisfaction; that particular 
c inſtances, by no means trifling, had been 
c adduced; that more remained to be 
« ſhewn: that the majority of the con- 
« ſtant and regular attendants on the So- 
« ciety had ſhewn their ſenſe of thoſe 
« inſtances; and that the motion for an 


« extorted compliment muſt appear 
therefore particularly unſeaſonable. 


« He 


n » 
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« He thought it expedient to ſtate 
&© briefly to the very numerous and re- 
6 ſpectable meeting then aſſembled, the 
« reſult of the late debates, to ſhew that 
ce if the Preſident drew any inferences to 
&« himſelf from them, it could not be that 
te of the approbation of a majority of the 
«© uſual effective members: nor that the 
« diſapprobation aroſe from intereſted or 
ce factious men, ſince thoſe who had 
« avowed their diffatisfaction, were 
© men of known ſcience, and charac- 
e. 


«« He ſaid, that he thought ĩt diſhonour- 
« able to the Preſident and his friends to 
* endeavour, by anticipated and dubious 
e praiſe, to evade the minuteſt diſcuſſion 
* of his conduct, that even prejudice 
e might require. That he wiſhed them 
not to hazard a motion ſo precarious in 
«© its iſſue, which if gained, would be a 
«« feeble ſubſtitute for the real and unani- 
© mous ſuffrages of a majority of at- 


E 2 $6 tending 
NJ 


200270 — 
5 22 


"= IMB 


— — 2 — 


— 


* 


VI 


rr = 


2 EVI. IL - S 
— CH 
CE IVE 


2 — tet 
r — 2 


* 
— — SR —— 


ce tending members; but if loſt, or even 
ce jf not gained by a great majority, would 
« be more humiliating to the Preſident 
e than his opponents could deſire. That 
* it would be to his friend's honour to 
«© withdraw a motion ſo indelicate, and 
* in fact ſo nugatory:, which could never 
be effective to -palliate, or remove 
* charges which had never been inveſti- 
* gated, and that he was certain enquiries 


and debates would not be ſtopped by 


, a temporary effort of this kind; by a 
* ſhadowy compliment, which the Preſi- 
« dent had been led to deſire from the 
„ adulation of followers, and the par- 
« tiality of admirers, who had deluded him 
« into falſe notions of his own dignity : 
* that he wiſhed not to ſee the Preſident's 
« dignity ſo committed as it muſt be by 
* ſ\ucha queſtion; that his official charac- 


ce ter could reſt on no ſuch baſis; that it 


e depended neither on his rank, fortune, 
* nor friends; but on his perſonal quali- 


« ties, his ſpecial good conduct, and 


3 * above 


7 
| * "7 
a 1 
* 
_ "7 
* 
* 2 
CS. | 
\ 
Af 
1 
. 32 
1 
BY”. 
* 17 
9 
42 
% 
„ 


J 


L 29 ] 

te above all on that diſpaſſionate and equi- 
ce table behaviour, that moderation and 
„ temper, which might always lead him 
« to confider himſelf the leaſt, and the 
« Society the moſt important object of 
his attention: that ſuch conduct would 
* procure him, not a ſudden, dubious, 
* and extorted teſtimony of approbation, 
e but the trueſt tokens of it, in the fre- 
« quent and induſtrious attention of 
members to the purpoſes of the So- 
e ciety, in the readineſs of domeſtic 
* and foreign correſpondencies on im- 
« portant objects, and in the fame and 


„ reputation of the Society both at 
* home and abroad. 


He ſaid he ſhould not move the pre- 
„ vious queſtion, as he knew that his 
« friend on his right, Dr. Horſley, had 
* much more to ſay againſt the motion.“ 


Mr. Poore was followed by Mr. Baron 
Maſeres. 


« Mr. 


11 


Mr. PRESIDENT, 


« I moſt perfectly agree with the 
« Gentleman who moved this queſtion, 
* in wiſhing to reſtore the peace of this 
«© Society, and to return from theſe un- 
* harmonious debates, to the more quiet 
« and inſtructive buſineſs of theſe weekly 
« meetings, the reading of the learned pa- 
te pers preſented to the Society. But it 
«« appears to me, that this is impoſſible to 
« be done conſiſtently with juſtice, and 
e the permanent welfare of the Society, 
« ſo long as there are juſt cauſes of com 
«« plaint againſt the conduct of the Pre- 
« ſident, which it is thought neceſſary 
« that the Society ſhould be informed of. 
« If ſuch cauſes do exiſt, the only re- 
« dreſs, that can be had for them, muſt 
« come from the Society at large, when 
« they exerciſe their power of annually 
« chuſing their Preſident, and other of- 
ficers: and for this purpole it is ne- 
40 rener that they ſhould be diſtinctly 
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informed of theſe cauſes of complaint, 
and of the proofs by which they are 
to be ſupported: and this information 
can be given them in no other way ſo 
eaſily, ſo fully, and ſo fairly, as at 
theſe meetings. The interruption, 
therefore, of the uſual readings of the 
Society, in order to introduce this in- 
formation, is a matter of neceſſity, not 
choice; unleſs we chuſe to leave every 
abuſe of power that the Preſident may 
be guilty of, to the oppreſſion of the 
other moſt reſpectable ſervants, and 
moſt worthy members of the Society, 


uninquired into and unredreſſed. And 


therefore I can by no means approve 
of the preſent motion of thanking the 


Preſident for his conduct in the office of 


Preſident, and of declaring a reſolution 
to ſupport him, which tends to pre- 
clude and cut ſhort theſe neceſſary in- 
quiries. On the contrary, I think a 
particular day ſhould be aſſigned for 
the examination of eyery head of ac- 

6 cuſation 


( 32 ] 

* cuſation againſt the Preſident, which 
« Dr. Horſley, or any other Gentleman 
% in the Society, may think proper to 
* « bring forward. When theſe are all 

| * gone through, but not before, the 
1 « Society will be ripe to form a judg- 1 
| *« ment concerning the preſent queſ- 1 
1 « tion; and to declare, Whether they will 
1 * ſupport the Preſident in his office or not. 
4 & Without ſuch a courſe of inquiry the 
4 * preſent motion, if carried, can do the 
. « Preſident no honour; becauſe it will 
* de carried without a ſufficient know- 9 
'' « ledge of the grounds and merits of the 3 
| * queſtion. But, if theſe inquiries are f 
* ſet on foot, they may turn out very 
* much to the Preſident's advantage, and 
% give general ſatisfaction to all un- 
* biaſled and impartial members of the 
Society. For it may happen, that the 

« charges of miſconduct, that will be 

* brought againſt him, may be ſhewn to 
„ be falſe, or may not ſufficiently be 
proved to be true; or, laſtly, if they 

«ce are 


1 


* are true, may be thought frivolous: in 
« all which caſes the cenſure of the im- 
e partial members of the Society will 
« fall on the perſons who ſhall have 
e brought them, and the Preſident's con- 
duct will derive additional luſtre from 
ce the inquiry. I muſt confeſs, indeed, 
that this does not ſeem to be the moſt 
25 probable reſult of ſuch an inquiry; 
ce becauſe in the only charge that has 
« hitherto been inveſtigated in the So= 
« ciety, That of the unjuſt removal of 
Dr. Hutton from his office of Foreign 
Secretary, it has clearly appeared to 
te the Society, upon the indiſputable teſti- 
% mony of Dr. Maſkelyne and Mr. Maty, 
* the Secretary to the Society, that the 
&« Preſident did throw out ſome looſe 
ce charges againſt the Doctor of neglect 
* of duty in his ſaid office of Foreign Se- 
e cretary, but without ſpecifying any par- 
* ticular inftances of ſuch negle& ; and 
te that, when ſollicited by Dr: Maſkelyne 
eto mention ſome ſuch particular in- 
| F « ſtances, 


( 34 ] 
« ſtances, and to permit Dr. Hutton to 


ebe acquainted with them, and to be 
« heard in his own defence againſt them, 


* he refuſed to do ſo; and that he had 


*« formed a reſolution of diſplacing, if 
* poſfible, Dr. Hutton from his ſaid of- 
« fice, and had pitched upon a particular 
*« perſon to ſucceed him, whom he had 
* perſuaded to conſent to accept the 
„ office; and that he had ſollicited his 
„Council, (the late Council,) to join 
« with him in removing Dr. Hutton; 
and, upon their refuſal to do it in a 
« direct manner, had prevailed with 
„ them to do it in an mare manner, 
e by paſſing a reſolution that was calcu- 
« lated merely to oblige Dr. Hutton to 
« reſign his office. I ſay, in the only 
« jinſtance which has been inveſtigated 
« before the Society, it has appeared that 
the Preſident did do the very things 
*« which he was charged with doing, and 
„ which, I believe, in the opinion of the 
majority of the Society, muſt appear to 
3 ec be 
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be capricious and unjuſt, From this 
ſpecimen we have, ſurely, no reaſon to 
conclude without an inquiry that the 
other accuſations, (whatever they may 
be,) are probably without foundation ; 
but rather the contrary. 


&« Nor have we ſeen that the Preſident, 
after this plain proof of an unjuſt re- 
moval of Dr. Hutton from his office, 
has given thoſe ſigns of repentance and 
reformation that the Society had a 
right to expect from him, by reſtor- 
ing the worthy member to his office, 
or prevailing upon his preſent Council 
to join with him in requeſting him to 
reſume it, as he before prevailed upon 
his late Council to join with him in 
compelling him to reſign it. This was 
what juſtice and a regard to the ſenti- 
ments of the Society required to be 
done : and, if he had done it, I ſhould 
have thought there would have been 
reaſon to expect a change of conduct 

F 2 from 


1 1 
e from him in other reſpects, that would 
t have removed the diſſatisfactions of 


the Society, and made it unneceſſary 


« to make a ſtrict inquiry into what is 
% paſt. But, as this has not been done, 
* I am of opinion, that the preſeut 
„motion for a vote of approbation of 
his conduct is premature, and wants 


4 foundation.” 


Dr. Horſley then roſe and ſpoke in tlie 
following terms. | 


cc Mr. PRESIDENT, 


Twenty years are almoſt elapſed, 
te ſince firſt I ſought and obtained the 
e honour of being aſſociated with this 
«© learned body. Much of that time, as 
e much as could be ſpared from the du- 
« ties of my profeſſion, has been devoted 
ce to thoſe ſtudies, which are the imme- 
* diate object of the Society's inſtitu- 
te tion. (It is for the world to ſay how 
e ſucceſsfully.) I have fitten in its 
. * Coun- 


11 
« Councils; I have borne one of its 
« higheſt offices; ſomething I have from 
ce time to time contributed to its volumes. 
« Is it to be ſuppoſed, vir, that I, from 
te a fooliſh deſire of diſplaying my abili- 
« ties in frivolous debate, ſhould be 
. willing to diſturb the peace of the 
“ Society, and call off its attention from 
"OF own favourite purſuits? Sir, no 
© motive could induce me to engage the 
“ Society in debate, but the perſuaſion 
« of my mind, that abnſes have been 
long practiſed, and are ſtill going on, 
© which muſt affect the honour and 
* proſperity of the Society, which threa- 
« ten its very exiſtence, and for which 
« debate is the only remedy. Abuſes, 
*« which in the end will more impede the 
% buſineſs of the Society than any debate 
te can do, becauſe they will put a final 
« ſtop to the bufineſs of the Society, by 
e its diſfolntion, In this ſtate of things 
J am the mover of debate, not from a 


ce fondneſs 


( 38 ] 
„ fondneſs of debate, but chooſing it as 
« the leaſt of two great evils. But, Sir, 
«« Gentlemen declare themſelves alarmed 
* at the number of motions, which they 
e conceive I have announced. Sir, this 
« alarm is founded on their own miſ- 
* conceptions. They ſhould rather be 
e alarmed at the magnitude of the abuſes 
ce of which I complain, than at the num- 
te ber of my intended motions. I have 
« ſaid indeed, that thoſe abuſes are enor- 
* mous, and will afford copious matter 
« of diſcuſſion. But they are all redu- 
„ cible to a few general heads, and the 
* motions, which will contain the remedy 
* for them all, will be few and ſimple. 
© Gentlemen complain, Sir, that I have 
te refuſed to give notice of the motions 
« I mean to make, and this refuſal 
e is made one pretence for the motion 
* which has been juſt brought forward. 
« It is true, Sir, that when a very learned 


and honourable member of this So- 
« ciety, whoſe advice I always wiſh to 


66 treat 


t 30 1 

e treat with the greateſt reſpect, propoſed 
e to me to give previous notice of my 
* motions, objections preſſed upon my 
mind very ſtrongly. I conceived that 


* to give notice of a motion, would only 


create much uſeleſs trouble to you, Sir, 
and to myſelf. That after ſuch notice, 
e ſhould both think it neceſſary to 
« ſglicit the attendance of our friends ; 
c and that the fate of every motion would 
depend, not on the real merits of the 
« queſtion, but on the aſſiduity of either 


„ party in making previous viſits. Under 


e theſe impreſſions I rejected the pro- 
* poſal of our learned and honourable 
* friend. I have ſince weighed the mat- 


d ter in my own mind very coolly; and I 


* do perceive, that the reaſons for giving 


notice are much ſtronger than the ob- 


«« jections againſt it. I now therefore 
* promiſe, Sir, to you and the Society, 
« I promiſe upon my honour, that I 
« will bring forward no motion, without 
« giving previous notice of my inten- 

tions. 
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te tions. Having ſaid thus much, Sir, in 
te anſwer to what ſeemed perſonally ap- 
te plied to me in the ſpeech of the worthy 
* member, who moved the preſent queſ- 
te tion: having declared the motives of 
* my own conduct, and the rules to which 
« I am willing to ſubmit ; I deſire to be 
* heard upon the particular merits of the 
r queſtion, upon which the Society is 
now to decide. 


« Sir, if I could conſider the motion as 2 
« mere compliment to thePreſident, hav- 
*« ing neither retroſpect nor conſequences, 
« I would be one of the foremoſt to con- 
« cur init. For, Sir, whatever warmth 
« of reſentment I may be apt to feel, 
e and to expreſs, when I conceive the 
character of my friend to be injuriouſly 
„ attacked; with whatever zeal, with 
% whatever vehemence of zeal, I may be 
0 ready to riſe, when the chartered rights 
«* of this Society are to be aſſerted, when 


« its conſtitution is to be defended againſt 
& encroach- 


* 
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« encroachments; I am ftill ambitious 
4 to ſeize every fair occaſion. of ex- 
e prefling perfonal reſpe& to Sir Joſeph 
<< Banks. And I feel it a moſt painful taſk, 
« which my duty to the Society impoſes 
«© on me, to arraign and to expoſe his con- 
duct, in the high office which he does 
« us the honour to hold among us. Sir, 
„it has been ſuggeſted to me, by gen- 
« tlemen who conceive that debate is the 
« worſt thing which can happen in this 
4 Society, that if the abuſes, with which 
J charge the. Preſident's government, 
«« do really exiſt, I might take a better 
« and a more effectual way of obtaining 
e the remedy; of accompliſhing what 
they conceive to be my ultimate pur- 
* poſe, by communicating my opinion 
« to the members of the Society in pri- 
« vate viſits; and I am really inclined to 
e think that this is very good advice. 
* If my intention were to cure the 
s abuſes of the Preſident's government, 
by preventing the renovation of his au- 
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„ thority next St. Andrew's day; I do 
think, that this purpoſe might be more 
*«« certainly carried, in the way which has 
« been recommended to me. But, Sir, I 
« believe you will yourſelf allow, that the 
* method, which I now purſue, of public 
« debate and diſcuſſion, if a leſs certain, 
« is a far more fair and honourable way. 
«© You would rather, Sir, that I ſhould 
* make your plan of government a topic 
*« of public debate, than that I ſhould 
© calumniate your character in private. 
© This therefore is the method, to which 
«« I ſhall adhere as the moſt honourable. 
* I muſt therefore, however unwillingly, 
* ſpeak to the merits of the queſtion now 
before us: and if I ſhould bring for- 
*© ward offenſive matter, I muſt intreat 
« your candid hearing. You are a/pub- 
lic man in this Society: your conduct 
* therefore muſt be ſubject to reviſion ; 
« and you muſt bear with an adverſary 
% who, 


* 
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* who charges you publickly, becauſe 
© he diſdains to wound in ſecret. 


Sir, when I conſider the time when 
« this queſtion is brought forward, juſt 
te after the government of the Society 
* hath been convicted of a flagrant act of 
« injuſtice towards one of our moſt re- 
© ſpeftable members, after an open decla- 
ration of charges of miſmanagement to 
ebe brought forward againſt the Pre- 
« fident, charges of an infringement and 
«« invaſion of the chartered rights of the 
Society; I cannot but conſider the mo- 
„tion as intended to have a reſpe& to 
* what is paſt, and an operation upon 
what is to come. It is intended to 
* throw contempt upon the vote of 
„the Society, which juſtified Dr. Hut- 
ton; and to prejudge all future accu» 
«*« ſations of the Preſident. If this be 
« not the intention of the motion, it is 
© unſeaſonable and nugatory, For to 
'** what purpoſe is the Society, at this 

8 2 « f{caſon, 
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ſeaſon, to paſs a vote of approba- 
«© tion of the Preſident's conduct, and 
to declare they will ſupport him. The 
** anniverſary election is juſt over; he is 
in the chair for the year; and what- 
ever may be the Society's opinion of 
his. conduct, nothing but his own act 


* can put him out of it, before the ex- 


« piration of the year. At the end of 
e the year his office determines. At the 
e preſent ſeaſon he neither needs ſup- 
© port, nor have the Society any ſup- 
port to give him. As for thoſe opti- 
*« miſts, who hold Sir Joſeph Banks to be 
e the beſt of all poſſible Preſidents to be 
© found in this beſt af all poſſible worlds, 
« let them come down at the next anni- 
, verſary, and re-elect him. That will be 
©*,the {cafon tor giving him ſupport. At 
e preſent no ſupport can be given him. 
Funlels it be the unjuſt ſupport of ap- 
* proving the conduct towards Dr. Hut- 


ton, which. the Society hath. already 
© condemned, or of ſecuring him againſt 


6 
6 | & all 


1 


« all future complaint by a general vote 
* of approbation. 'Sir, I know that it 
„ is the language among thoſe who 
« would give the Preſident this ſupport, 
ce that in the buſineſs of Dr. Hutton, the 


e Society was taken by ſurpriſe. The fact 


is far other wiſe. Taking the numbers 
das they are ſtated in the minutes, (the 
« record I believe is not quite accurate) 
but taking the numbers as they are there 
« ſtated, the whole number of Fellows 
% that voted upon the queſtion of Dr. 
« Hutton's Juſtification, after his defence 
* had been read, was ſixty. Now fixty 
« is perhaps as great a number as is uſu- 
* ally to be found in any ordinary meet- 
« ing of the Society, and -is almoſt the 
% whole ſum of its conſtant effective 
© members. Many it is true had been 
*© aſked to come down; not aſked for 
« their votes; but aſked to come down, 
and vote upon queſtions as the merits 
* ſhould appear to them. Very few were 
* informed of the particular motions to 
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te be brought forward. I believe 1 
c may ſay none, except the few who 
« took an open part in ſupporting them. 
« But of theſe ſixty who voted, forty- 
« five, that is three-fourths of the whole 
e number, declared Dr. Hutton juſtified 
« by his written defence. Still it is ſaid 
« that this Society, which juſtified Dr. 
«© Hutton, was not informed of the full 
«© merits of the queſtion, upon which 


c they decided. That the Preſident had 
te charges againſt Dr. Hutton to which 


« the written defence gave no reply. 
« Sir, was not the Society, which juſti- 
« fied Dr. Hutton, informed of the 
« full merits of the queſtion, upon which 
« jt decided? Why then was not full 
« information given? Why were not 
« the charges publickly alleged, to which 
« his written defence was no reply ? 
« Why was not I put to ſhame and 
« filence,, when ſtanding upon this floor 
« ] averred, as I do ſtill aver, that 


„nothing worthy of cenſure could be 


« laid 


1 


* laid to Dr. Hutton's charge? Why 
were theſe unanſwerable charges ſup- 
e preſſed, when Dr. Hutton's accuſers 
% were challenged to produce them? 
« Why were they ſuppreſſed ! Truely, 
«« Sir, for a reaſon more eaſy to be 
* pneſſed, than fit to be mentioned. It 
as underſtood that thoſe pretended 
charges, were much too futile to be 
13 to an impartial promiſcuous 
* company. They were reſerved for a 
ſelect meeting of friends, in the Pre- 
* fident's own houſe, in which every 
* thing. that might fall from the lips of 
* authority was ſure to be received 
e with applauſe and admiration. But 
« what were theſe charges? futile or 
* momentous, what were they? I be- 
* lieve, Sir, when we ſpeak of charges, 
*« we ſpeak by an enallage of the number 
little uſed in the living languages 
* of Europe. I have yet heard but of 
* one, which is founded on a letter from 
* Mr. Bonnet of Geneva, to a learned 


fe meme 
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„ member of this Society, in which Mr. 
% Bonnet complains of the fingular bre- 
1% vity and dryneſs of a letter of thanks, 
* which he had received from Dr. Hut- 
e ton as our foreign Secretary, in return 
« for a preſent which he made to the 
« Society of his very valuable work, en- 
te titled Collection Complete des Oeuvres. 
« This work, Sir, arrived in England 
*« ſome time in the ſummer 1782, during 
« the receſs of the Society. It was pre- 
„ ſented to the Society at their firſt 
meeting after the receſs, and the letter 
« of thanks to Mr. Bonnet was ſent 
« December 17th of the ſame year. 
«© There was no delay therefore on the 
*« part of our Secretary. Nor indeed is 
* any delay pretended. The whole 
* charge is, that Mr, Bonnet complains, 
** that having made a very valuable pre- 
« ſent to the Society, he has not, in his 
% own opinion, been thanked enough. 
* Now, Sir, the plain matter of fact is 
this. It is a declared maxim of the So- 
| | „ ciety, 
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re ciety never to give a judgment either 
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of approbation or of cenſure, upon any 
work, diſcovery, or invention which 
may at any time be communicated to 
it. , If the Society gives no judgement 
upon works and inventions immedi- 
ately communicated to it, and publi- 
ſhed to the world through the channel 
of its own volume; @ fortiori it: ought 
to giveno judgement upon publications, 
in which it hath had no ſhare. Up- 
on this principle the wiſdom of former 
Councils hath tied the Secretary 
down, in the buſineſs of giving 
thanks, to the uſe of a printed form ; 
leſt if he were at liberty to return thanks 
in too rhetorical a language, an ap- 


probation of the body might ſome- 
times ſeem to be conveyed, which 


an author might circulate more for 
the gratification of his own vanity 
than to the credit of the Society. 
The foreign Secretary is to return 
thanks by this printed form, except 
in ſome extraordinary caſes, when the 

H * 


[90 1 

* Preſident may think proper to give 
* particular inſtrutions. No particu- 
re lar inſtructions were given in the caſe 
c of Mr. Bonnet. He received thanks, 
* therefore, according to the printed 
« form; and if he complains, that the 
** thanks were not proportioned to the 
value of his preſent, the concluſion 
is, not that Dr. Hutton hath been 
*« negligent in his duty; but that Mr. 
« Bonnet is ignorant of our national 
* character, that he is not aware, in 
„ what contempt the high-minded Eng- 
_ *« liſhman holds that ſort of reputation, 
* which is built on a vain reciprocation 
* of compliment between men of learn- 
* ing: and that he is ignorant of the 
© rules of the Society; which allow no 
* larger thanks, than thoſe which Dr. 
« Hutton gave. It is ſaid indeed that 
„Dr. Hutton wrote to Mr. Bonnet, 
„ without knowing what particular in- 
e ſtructions the Preſident might have to 
give. That he never preſented him 
„ (elf at the breakfaſt in Sovho-ſquare 
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cc to receive the Preſident's orders. And 
& ſo at laſt, Sir, Dr. Hutton's accuſers 
te think proper to change their ground. 
“ Unable to convict him of any negli- 
« gence in his office, they prefer new 
« indictment, on which it will perhaps 
«© be no difficult matter to convict, 
te that Dr. Hutton, diligent as he has 
cc been in the duties of his office, has 
« however neglected to adore the majeſty 
« of the Prefident. Sir, if Dr. Hutton 
«© has been never ſeen at the Preſident's 
« levees, he has been ſeen at the So- 
« cjety never leſs frequently than once 
in every fortnight. There was the 
e place for the Preſident to deliver his 
« inſtructions. Or they might have been 
* conveyed by meſſage through the 
«clerk; orit a perſonal interview were 
*« neceſſary, Dr. Hutton might have been 
* required, by meſſage, to wait upon the 
« Preſident at his own houſe, to receive 
« his orders. Dr. Hutton would hard- 
% ly have diſobeyed the ſummons, 
« though he may not have leiſure, or he 
H 2 % may 
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may not have inclination, to pay a re- 
gular attendance at the levees. Sir, I 
inſiſt that no officer of the Society 
can be liable to cenſure, much leſs 
to diſmiſſion, for any thing leſs than 
ſtatutable offences. And I deny, that 
any of our ſtatutes require any officer 
of the Society to repair to Soho, at 


« ſtated times, to eat breakfaſts with the 
« Preſident. 
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« Such, Sir, is the futility of the heavi- 
eſt charges, that Dr. Hutton's accu- 
ſers have been able to ſet up in anſwer 
to his defence: and theſe are the only 
charges, to which it is pretended, that 
his defence 1s not a ſufficient reply. 
No doubt therefore can remain, that 
Dr. Hutton was very properly juſtified, 
by the vote of the Society at the laſt 
meeting ; and that the proceedings 
againſt him make one inſtance, in 
which the Society cannot approve the 
conduct of their Preſident. Upon this 


ground, if there were no other, I 
„ ſhould 
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e ſhould think it my duty to oppoſe the 
« preſent queſtion. But to judge of the 


* full merits of the queſtion, the Preſi- 


e dent's conduct ſhould be examined, in 
« every inſtance in which it hath been 
e arraigned. But as this would draw us 
in to very long diſcuſſions, I am con- 
* tented to confine mylelf at preſent to 
ce the ſingle article of his unjuſtifiable in- 
ce terference in the election of candidates: 
* and upon this I muſt entreat a patient 
hearing, as I conceive it to be an open 
© invaſion of our chartered rights, and an 
« abuſe which calls for ſome immediate 
* remedy. It is an invaſion of our char- 
* tered rights, becauſe in effect it takes 
ce the election of candidates out of the 
te hands of the Society, in which the char- 
« ters place it; it leaves only the ſhadow 
« of an election, while the admiſſion or 
c excluſion of any candidate is made to 
« depend upon the ſingle will of the 
«© Preſident. Sir, I would not be under- 
«& ſtood to ſay, that the Preſident is to 
„be abridged of a right which is ex- 

e erciſed 


* 
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« erciſed without blame by every member 
<« of the Society; the right of objecting to 
© candidates, whom he may know to be 
« unqualified ; the right of warning the 
“ Society againſt the election of impro- 
te per candidates. I muſt obſerve, how - 
te ever, that the practice of Preſidents 
* hath hitherto been, never to ſign any 
* candidate's certificate. And I ſhould 


think, Sir, that the rule which this 


9 * J. 


= practice preſcribes to the Preſident, 


© in the buſineſs of elections, is a ſtrict 
e neutrality, For if it is improper (as 
e this practice ſeems to declare) that 
* the Preſident ſhould ſupport any can- 
e didate by his ſignature, the equity of 
e the thing would be, that he ſhould not 
« interfere. by his teſtimony to any can- 
* didate's diſadvantage. But this I am 
willing to give up. I am content 
that the Preſident ſhould object to im- 
proper candidates. But my complaint 
is, that this right of objecting has 
* been exerciſed (Sir, you muſt pardon 
** the ſtrength of the expreſſion) capri- 
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ciouſly ; againſt candidates to whoſe 
qualifications and characters there was 
no juſt exception ; againſt candidates, 
whom the Society ought to have 
courted and embraced. I complain 
too of the manner of the Preſident's 
interference ; which has been either to 
ſolicit the Fellows on the evening of 
election, that at his requeſt, without 
any reaſon aſſigned, they would be 
pleaſed to black-ball ſuch or ſuch a 
perſon ; or to perſuade the friends of 
the candidate to withdraw: his certi- 
ficate, before the evening of election, 
under the apprehenſion of a rejection 


© of their friend, at the inſtance of the 
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Preſident. I have no leſs than eight 
inſtances to allege of gentlemen of the 


- moſt reſpectable character, and of the 


higheſt eminence in different branches 
of ſcience, who have been excluded 


from this Society by this indecent and 


ce 


ic 


unconſtitutional exertion of the in- 
fluence of the chair. The firſt in- 
ſtance I ſhall allege is that of Mr. 

| Henry 
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“ Henry Clarke, of Mancheſter. Mr, 


« Henry Clarke is a gentleman of the 
& moſt unblemiſhed character in life, a 
« mathematician of the greateſt emi- 
* nence. Sir, when I ſay that Mr. 
c Clarke is an eminent mathematician, 
« my meaning is not merely that his 
* reading in mathematical ſubjects is 
« very extenſive that he has ſtudied 
* the moſt difficult books—that he is 
«« verſed in the moſt abſtruſe parts of 
e the ſublime mathematics — that he 
« knows every thing that is to be learnt 
from books, or from maſters. This, 
Sir, is not what I call eminence in 


c mathematics. Nor is this the merit 


« that I aſcribe to Mr. Clarke. Sir, I 
« afirm that Mr. Clarke ranks as an 
„INVENTOR in mathematics. He 
has furniſhed new Compendia of Calcu- 
lation in the great buſineſs of finding 
« fluents from fluxions. Perhaps, Sir, 
« Gentlemen on the other fide may be 
* inclined to combat this aſſertion ; per- 
* haps they will tell me, that however 

« highly 
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t highly I may be inclined to rate the 
« merit of Mr. Clarke's writings, his 
* pretenſions to originality have been 
te queſtioned by very good judges. 1 
„know, Sir, that a worthy member of 
* the Society, carried away by that 
e yeneration for his illuftrious preceptor, 
* which great minds are apt to entertain 
for thoſe, to whom they think them- 
* ſelves indebted for their own attain 
ments, has affirmed in print, that what 
«« I call Mr. Clarke's inventions are all 
© contained in certain formule of Mr. 
©* Thomas Simſon's. But, Sir, the fact 
is, that Mr. Thomas Simſon's works 
* have been diligently conned by many 
learned gentlemen in my eye, by Dr. 
Hutton, by the learned Aſtronomer, 
by Dr. Price, by myſelf, by every 
Gentleman here who calls himſelf a 
* mathematician, and none of us had the 
* good fortune to diſcover Mr. Clarke's 
* methods in Mr. Simſon's formule, till 
“ Mr. Clarke himſelf laid them open. 
„ Mr. Clarke therefore is entitled to the 


1 frank 
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* rank of an inventor, notwithſtanding 
ce that his inventions may be found i in o 
« in an earlier writer. Perhaps we ſhall 
* find no inventor, whoſe pretenſions 
have not been combated upon the ſame 
ce principle. It was the caſe of Mr. 
Cotes, when his Harmonia Menſurarum 
te firſt appeared. Dr. Pemberton, over- 
e jealous of the fame of Newton, wrote 
* a tract to ſhew that Mr. Cotes's methods 


* were deducible from the formule in 


* the book of quadratures. The thing 
„is true. However, mathematicians 
© were ſo delighted with the elegance of 
« Mr. Cotes's Theorems, . ſo ſenſible of 
te their utility, and fo thankful to Mr. 
«© Cotes for the diſcovery; that Dr. Pem- 
« berton got very little credit by his 
* publication, though it contained many 
things worthy of the attention of Ma- 
% thematicians. But, Sir, whatever may 
*« be the merit of the queſtion between 
„ Mr. Clarke and Mr. Landen, it is 
<« ſufficient for my purpoſe, it is a ſuffi- 
« cient proof of Mr. Clarke's abilities, 
* that 
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that he has been the author of a book 
e worthy to be the object of Mr. Landen's 
% animadverſions. Sir, Mr. Clarke's 
certificate was ſigned by Dr. Percival, 
«« Mr. Henry, Mr. White, Mr. Butter- 
„worth Bailey (very ſufficient vouchers 


of the worth of his character), by Dr. 


« Maſkelyne, Dr. Hutton, and Mr. Wales 
« (very ſufficient vouchers of his mathe- 


«© matical abilities.”) [Here the Preſi- 


dent's friends attempted to overpower the 
ſpeaker with a clamour for the queſtion, 
and the clattering of ſticks.] Sir, Mr. 
« Clarke was black-balled through the 
interference of the Chair, as gentle- 
men in my eye are ready to atteſt.” 
[Here Mr. Poore roſe. and ſaid, I was 
aſked by the Preſident, on the evening of 
election, to black-ball Mr. Clarke. ] 
[ Clamour for queſtion increaſed, with ac- 
companiment of ſticks.] “Sir, I per- 
* ceive I ſhall not be permitted to go 
through my eight inſtances of excluſi- 
* ons. Iwill mention therefore only one 
* more, which is that of Major De Barres. 
I 2 I chuſe "© 
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I chuſe this inſtance, Sir, becauſe what 
* have to ſay will be confirmed by the 
o teſtimony of two learned gentlemen *, 


ho I believe mean to follow me in 
* this evening's debate.” [Clamour 


for queſtion, with accompaniment of 
ſticks, exceſſively loud.] * Sir, ſince it 


*« is the reſolution of your friends, that I 
sam not to be heard upon an argument, 


« to which they are conſcious they can 


frame no reply, I ſhall ſtruggle no 
longer with their clamour. Il ſhall ſay 


but a few words more. Sir, it would 


* be abſurd to vote the preſent queſtion 
«« without a diſcuſſion of its merits. Ap- 
*« probation 1s no approbation, unleſs it 
be accompanied with a conviction that 
« it is deſerved, on the part of thoſe who 
* beſtow it. Sir, I well know, the gene- 


* xoſity of your high ſpirit will reject an 


« approbation voted in ignorance. Sir, 
* You will fay to us, Ge me no appro- 
«*« bation till you are ſatisfied that I deſerve 


it. Approbation given, while a ſuſpi- 


* Mr. Maty, and Major Grant. 
ec ciou 


[ 82-4 
** cron may remain that it is undeſerved, ts 
* a falſe compliment. 


Falſus honor juvat — ———— 
Quem niſi mendoſum et mendacem? 


Let the charges, which have been ſet up 
*« againſt my conduct, be fairly diſcuſſed 
« and fully inveſtigated, When they are 
e found to be groundleſs and nugatory, 
« then give me your approbation. Your 
« approbation given then will gratify me ; 
* becauſe it will be at the ſame time an ap- 
* probation of me, and a cenſure of thoſe 
** 2whohave dared, without cauſe, to arraign 
* my conduct. Approbation given now, 
* before theſe charges are done away, were 
premature. It will nat gratify me. It 
« w:/l offend. Theſe, Sir, I know to be 
« your ſentiments: I concur with you in 
« theſe ſentiments: and I move the pre- 
* vious queſtion.” 


The Reverend Dr. Maſkelyne, the 
Aſtronomer Royal, roſe next, and ſe- 
| conded 
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[ 62 J 
conded the motion for the previous queſ- 
tion, in words to this effect: 


He had been preſent at public aſſem- 
„ blies, which regulated their debates 
after the manner of the two houſes of 
* parliament; there the queſtion was 
* never put, till every one that choſe it, 
*« was ſuffered to ſpeak. They cannot 
s with propriety put this queſtion, while 
* any gentleman is offering to ſpeak. 
« As to himſelf he was ſorry to be obliged 
e to take a part in this buſineſs, but it 
* was unavoidable. He had been preſent 
*« at a meeting of the Council, of which 
« he was then a member, where this 
* buſineſs originated. There a motion 
e was made, which by implication de- 
e prived Dr. Hutton, a worthy member 
* and great mathematician, of his place 
« of Foreign Secretary; and in order to 


*« jinforce the motion, Dr. Hutton was 


* accuſed of neglect of duty, and refuſed 
eto be heard in his defence, previous 


« to the putting the ſaid motion; and 


cc it 


1 


«it was even refuſed to poſtpone the 
« ſaid motion till the next meeting of 
„the Council, that Dr. Maſkelyne 
„ might in the mean time apply to Dr. 
„Hutton for his anſwer to the accuſa- 
ce tion, and be his advocate. Thus a 
« worthy member was deprived of his 
te office, under an accuſation of neglect 
« of duty, and with a refuſal for him 
* to be heard in his defence. This cer- 
* tainly makes much againſt the main 
* queſtion. So do the charges againſt 
« the conduct of the Preſident, offered 
* to be brought by Dr. Horſley; and 
* the Society cannot properly decide 
* upon the queſtion till they are 
% heard.” 


Mr. Maty, who, had the debate been 
carried on with any kind of decency, 
intended to have ſtated ſome very curi- 
ous matter relating to three of the cer- 
tificates, and alſo to have gone verydeeply 
into the policy variably obſerved by 
the Preſident in the formation of is 

Council, 
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Council, attempted to ſay a few words; 
but he was not ſuffered to proceed. Af- 
ter a great deal of noiſe and confuſion, 
which was allowed to break out many 
times without any interruption; Mr. 
Anguiſh and Lord Mulgrave both de- 
clared that. they wiſhed the gentlemen 
of the oppoſition might have a patient 
hearing. Lord Mulgrave added, that he 
was ſure their charges would appear very 
frivolous : he truſted the diviſion of that 
night would convince them of it; if it 
ſhould: not have the deſired effect, ſome 
hroad hints might be neceſlary, to con- 
vince the gentlemen who ſeemed ſo active 
in promoting theſe diſſenſions, how 
highly their conduct was diſapproved 
by the majority of the Society. Upon 
this Dr. Horſley roſe, in ſome warmth, and 
addrefled the Preſident in theſe words: 


« Sir, what has fallen from the noble 
Lord, ſeems ſo directly pointed at me, 
„ that I muſt beg leave to ſay a few 
« words, to inform the noble Lord what 

5 | 66 may 
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* thay be the effect of broad hints. 
Sir, we ſee and confeſs the extent of 
ce the Preſident's perſonal intereſt, We 
ce ſee that great numbers may be oc- 
* caſionally brought down, to ballot 
* upon particular queſtions, who do not 
* honour the Society with a very regu- 
„lar attendance. We are well aware, 
ce Sir, that oppreſſive ſtatutes may be 
t framed in the Council, and, with this 
« ſupport in the Society at large, receiv- 
cc ed. We underſtand, that motions 
e perſonally offenſive and injurious may 
te be brought forward, and perhaps may 
* be carried. And by theſe means the 
te remedies, which the ſcientific part of 
* the Society would wiſh to apply to 
i the abuſes which exiſt, may be pre- 
« yented. But, Sir, I am united with a 
0 reſpectable and numerous band, em- 
ce bracing, I believe, a majority of the 
« ſcientific part of this Society; of thoſe 
e who do its ſcientific buſineſs. Sir, 
« we ſhall have one remedy in our 


„ power when all others fail. If other 


K « remedies 
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« remedies ſhould fail, we can at haft 
©« SECEDE. Sir, when the hour of ſe- 
„ ceſſion comes, the Preſident will be 
«© left, with his train of feeble Amateure, 
* and that Toy * upon the table, the 
«© GnosT of that Society in which 
« Philoſophy once reigned and Newton 
* preſided as her miniſter.” 


The Aſtronomer Royal faid, * he had 
devoted himſelf to the Royal Society; 
* that he had given them many papers 
* of his own, many from his friends ; 


he believed, as many as any member of 
the Society, and that he ſhould be 


« always happy to do ſo; that he hoped 
* there would be no occaſion for a Se- 
* ceſſion, and that the more learned and 
* uſually-attending members would be 
found a majority on this queſtion ; but 
„that, if there ſhould be a neceſſity for 
«ca Seceſſion, the beſt Society would be 
* the Royal Society in fact, though not 
in name.” | 
* Pointing to the Mace. 
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After the Aſtronomer, Mr. Glenie roſe 


and declared himſelf in theſe words. 
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« Mr. PRESIDENT, 


„It is with concern and reluQance, 
that I riſe to ſpeak on this occaſion, as 
I flattered myſelf, that the differences 
and diſputes of this Society would be 
ſettled and accommodated in a man- 
ner both ſatisfactory to the Chair and 
calculated to promote the honour and 
welfare of the Society itſelf. — But 
when I hear a motion made, which, 
if carried, muſt ſtab this Society to 
the very vitals, and endanger even the 
exiſtence of this once much admired 
and philoſophic Aſſembly, I conceive 
myſelf to be bound both in duty and 
in honour to deliver my ſentiments 
on the ſubject.- i ſhould conſider my- 
ſelf indeed an enemy, nay even a trai- 


tor to ſcience, if I did not.— For what 
is the purport of this motion? Plain- 


ly this, to prevent all debate, to ex- 
clude even the privilege of inquiry.— 
K 2 « And 
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And what muſt be the conſequence ? 
If debate and inveſtigation are to be 
* baniſhed from this Society, abuſes 
* however great or enormous may be 
«© introduced and countenanced with im- 
* punity.—And how can it proſper or 
* even Exiſt, if ſuch things may not 
* only be introduced into it, but ſanc- 
« tioned and eſtabliſhed by cuſtom, 


„without leaving even the poſſibility of 


*« redreſs or remedy ? The motion there- 
fore is not only premature and un- 
«* ſeaſonable, but injurious to the in- 
< intereſts of the Society, and highly 
* irrational and abſurd. — For it con- 
*f tains in its very nature an accuſa- 
ce tion of the Chair itſelf, a conſci- 
* ouſneſs of ſomething Wrong, a dread 
« of inveſtigation. — One of the moſt 
© learned, moſt ſcientific, and moſt re- 
« ſpectable members of this Society has 
publicly declared, that he has ſeve- 
ral matters to lay before it, which de- 


mand the moſt candid and ſerious in- 


** quiry. — And in this declaration he 
3 * appcars 
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« appears to be ſeconded by the greateſt 
e part by far of the ſoientific Fellows 
ce here preſent. To prevent all expla- 
ce nation however of theſe particulars is 
*« profeſſediy the object of this motion. 
«© Now, if the Chair is not afraid to 
e meet ſuch inquiries, what reaſon can 
« there be-for bringing forward a mo- 
e tion to prevent them? I repeat it, if 
* the Chair is not afraid to meet ſuch 
* inquiries, for what purpoſe is a mo- 
* tion brought forward to exclude them? 
* Much has been ſaid by the mover of 
* it; though, in my opinion, to very 
little purpoſe, about preſerving the 
* peace of the Society. — That its ordi- 
* nary buſineſs ſhould be broken in 
% upon by debate, is certainly much to 
* be lamented ; but it is ſurely better, 
** that this buſineſs ſhould be interrupted 


for a ſeaſon, than that its very ex- 
* iſtence as a Philoſophic Body ſhould 


* be brought into riſque and danger.— 
“ Unanimity within theſe walls is un- 
** doubtedly an object highly deſireable; 
* and 
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0 * and ſo ſincere are my withes on this 

i „head, that I might ſafely call even 

| « Heaven to witneſs, that there is no 

* „member whatever of this Society, who 

1 * more ardently deſires the preſervation 

1 < of tranquility, order, harmony, and 

„ * concord in it, than I do; provided at 5 
0 « the ſame time the Society itſelf be F 
lh « preſerved in a proſperous and flouriſh- 4 
1 ing condition, and ſuch eſtabliſkment N 4 
A «* of order and of concord be not erected 3 
| on the ruins of its liberty, and ſup- | ; 
A < ported and maintained by means in- 75 
1 * jurious to the moſt meritorious indivi- 4 
1 « duals compoſing it, derogatory from | f 
k i de its honour, deſtructive of its intereſts, 3 
x ©* and ſubverſive of the ends of its inſti- | N 
5 « tution.— I wiſh not, however, and 4 
{| « ſurely no member of it can with to 4 
it e ever ſee it unanimous at the expence 

5 « of its freedom and independence. 

. « That unanimity may always prevail 


here as much as poſſible, is one of 
the firſt wiſhes of my heart relative to 
« this Society, The firſt however is, 

| that 


- - 


wr td 3 ern 2 


5 
6 
''$ 
4 ( 
. 


- 44 2 
—_—. OE ET I rn”. 
4 . 

* _ 


* . the + 
— + W "PS L Ga af 
© INES” 
> 2 L's Ws 415 


* 1 

that the Society itſelf may remain free 
% and independent, and that its ho- 
„ nour, its dignity, .and its reputation, 
© be for ever preſerved inviolate and 
% undimintſhed.—But how are theſe to 
* be ſupported? Is it by the catalogue 
*« of its members? Is it by the liſt of 
« wealthy, or even noble names, that are 
te to be found in it?“ [Here Mr. Glenie 
was interrupted — The remainder of 
what he. was going to ſay, is what 
follows.] “ Is it by the authority of the 
© Preſident and an overruling indecent 
ce interference in the election of can- 
« didates? Is it by the formation of a 
Council incapable of examining or 
« even peruſing the various papers on 
© mathematical, mechanical, aftronomi- 
*« cal, optical, and chemical ſubjects, &c. 


* that may come before them? Is it by 


* the expenditure of money intended for 
* the encouragement of ſcience on uſe- 
* leſs pompous ſhow and decorations ? 
<« Clearly not; but by the materials con- 
* tained in its publications, and the eul- 

© tivation. 


L 72 ] 
« tivation and improvement of thoſe 
« ſciences, which firſt brought this 
« Society itſelf into credit and repute; 
« which firſt made Engliſhmen boaſt of 
« jt, and forcigners admire it. But how 
* are theſe materials to be procured, if 
« ſuch members, as are moſt capable of 
« ſupplying them, are diſcountenanced, 
e opprefled, diſcouraged ? and ſuch per- 
« ſons, as are molt likely to furniſh them, 
* when propoſed as candidates, exclu- 


e ded by an influence, which at elections 


« ought not to be exerciſed? Theſe 
« ſciences have always been admired in 
te every age and in every country ;—and 
« although they may frequently ceaſe to 
« be faſhionable, they never can ceaſe 
© to be eſtimable.—But if they are to 
© be diſcouraged and totally renounced 
« for faſhionable purſuits and trifles, the 
« reputation of this Society muſt be- 
come as changeable and tranſitory as 


« faſhion itſelf—Then this houſe, in- 


* ſtead of being the reſort of philo- 
« ſophers, will become a cabinet of 
* trifling 
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««-trifling curioſities, and degenerate in- 
« to a virtuoſo's cloſet decorated with 
«« plants and ſhells, —Authority in ma- 
«« ters of form, order, and decorum, I 
% am as ready to ſupport as any man; 
but in things that are the objects of 
« reaſon alone, (and ſurely the ſciences 
*« are thoſe objects, if ſuch objects exiſt) 
*« the exerciſe of it muſt be rejected 
by every reaſon$1e perſon with ſcorn 
* and indignation. There are two 
„ things, which, for the honour and 
«« proſperity of this Society, I moſt 
* heartily wiſh for; one, that ſuch 
„ members, as are moſt calculated for 
„ cultivating and improving theſe ſci- 
« ences be countenanced as much as 
s poſhble in their cultivation and im- 
** provement ; and that thoſe, who have 
given public proof, that they are molt 
likely to anſwer this purpoſe, be al- 
* ways encouraged to become members ; 
« the other, that each Fellow may ever 
receive from the Society at large ſuch 
*f aſſiſtance and protection, and enjoy 

| «6 juſt 
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*« juſt ſuch influence in it, as is pro- 
«© portionate to the degree of utility, 
* that he is of to it, and the meaſure 


* of ſupport, that he brings to its re- 


* putation. Before I conclude however, 
Mr. Preſident, I muſt beg leave to 


© make a few additional obſervations in 


regard to the motion itſelf, that it 
may not go abroad in its preſent form, 
to the eternal diffrace of this So- 
„ ciety, Had I been called upon to 


* vote you thanks for your conduct as a 


* matter of form, civility, or compli- 


ment, I would have joined in the vote 


*« as heartily as any man: But this is not 
te the cale. I am requeſted, I am de- 
fired to come to an unſpecific, un- 
« qualified, unconditional reſolution to 
e ſupport you in the chair at all events, 
and to renounce even the privilege of 
« judging for myſelf both now and in 
„ time to come, For how can thoſe 
„ gentlemen, who thus pledge them- 
* ſelves publickly to furniſh an uncon- 
„ ditional ſupport, unlimited as to time, 
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extent, or operation, ever withdraw it 
on any future change of ſentiment ot 
opinion, without becoming charge- 
able with inconfiſtency? The preſent 
motion calls upon us to ſupport ar- 


raigned conduct, without inquiry or 


inveſtigation ; to give public ſanction 
to abuſes ſubverſive of the intereſts 
of the Society ; to ſacrifice ſcience to 
complailance and ſycophantic adu- 
lation; and to approve, at the ſame time 
that itſelf conveys cenſure.—O! un- 
accountable inadvertency, thus heed- 
leſsly to bring forward a motion, 
which in its nature implies an accu- 
ſation of that very perſon, whole con- 
duct it would approve For God's 
fake let it be qualified in ſome manner 
or other, that it may not be mentioned 
without thefe walls, that there could 
exiſt a Fellow of this Society capable 
of making within them a motion the 
moſt prepotterous and irrational per- 
haps, that ever appeared in any aſſem- 
bly; and that it may not ſtalk forth 
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* approved, to the everlaſting diſho- 
* nour of this once philoſophic body, 
« with ſuch ſtriking - features of ab- 
* {urdity”. 


After Mr. Glenie had ſpoken, Mr. 
Maty once more attempted to gain a 
hearing of the ſpecific charges againſt 
the Preſident, by appealing to the .nu- 
merous members of both houſes of 
parliament, who were preſent ; aſk- 
ing them, whether, if a general vote 
of approbation of a miniſter's conduct 
had 'been. moved for in either of the 
houſes, it would not have been regular 
in any member to have adduced any 
particular. inſtances, which he might 
think could not be approved. To this. 
no anſwer was made, nor were two 
excellent ſpecches from Sir Henry Engle- 
field and Mr. Watſon, the purport of 
which was to deſire, that before the 
previous queſtion was put, the main 


queſtion mould be farther inveſtigated, 


more lucceistul. About eleven the pre- 
| vious 


ä 19 


rious queſtion was put, when the num- 
bers were for it 59, againſt it 106, the 
Preſident's vote included. The main 


queſtion was then put, and the num- 


bers were againſt it 42, for it 119— 


the Preſident's own vote, in bis own 


cauſe, again included. 


The language of the Preſident's friends, 
after this defeat of their antagoniſts, 
was not that of conquerors, It was 


moderate, and humble; as if the ex- 


ultation which naturally follows ſuc- 
ceſs, were reſtrained, in this inſtance, 
by a ſenſe of the diſhonourable means 
by which the victory had been at- 
tained; and perhaps by a preſagience, 
that an oppoſition to meaſures of Ca- 
price, Folly and Injuſtice; an oppo- 
fition which in its very infancy em- 
braced ſo large a part of the true ef- 
fective members of the Society, how- 
ever it may be overpowered in the be- 
ginning upon particular queſtions, muſt 
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in the end prevail. It was faid, that 
the Preſident bore no reſentment to the 
Gentlemen, who had been the moſt active 
to impeach his conduct. That he de- 
fired nothing ſo much as the general 
reſtoration of harmony and good humour 
in the Society; that he would even 
condeſcend to take hints for his future 
conduct, from the complaints which 
had been made; that if he had inter- 
fered in the election of candidates, it 
had been from a deſire of excluding 
improper perſons.— Perhaps he had been 
miſinformed in particular inſtances—He 
would certainly be more cautious for 
the future: that his council would 
be formed hereafter upon a new 


plan; ſo as to be, what the Coun- 
cil formerly had been, not a meer liſt 


of honourable names, but a Committee 
of Men of Letters: that his deportment 
to the Officers of the Society would be 
more liberal, and his treatment of the 
ſervants more mild and juſt. 


It 
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It was thought expedient to try the 
ſincerity of theſe fair profeſſions; and 
the caſe of Dr. Hutton ſeemed to offer 
a very fair experiment, Dr. Hutton, by 
the vote of the Society, December 18th, 
having been abſolved of the negligence 
which had been imputed to him ; juſtice 
plainly required that he ſhould be rein- 
tated in the office, from which a vote 
of Council, founded on a preſumption of 
his delinquency, had, in effect, removed 
him. It was reſolved to make the ex- 
periment, whether the Prefideat would 
be inclined to this act of Juſtice. And 
for this purpoſe it was agreed, that 
Mr. Baron Maſeres, on the 29th of Ja- 
nuary, ſhould give notice of his inten- 
tion to make a motion upon this ſubject 
on the 12th of February. What paſſed 
in the Society on January 29th, the 
evening when the notification was to be 
made, gave indeed but little hope of 
the ſucceſs of the intended experiment. 
The Society was kept in debate for 
three 


[ 80 ] 
three hours by the Preſident's friends, 
upon a motion to which they confeſſed 
they had nothing to object, but that it : 
« was a Motion: That all Motions ſhould 
ebe diſcouraged: that the Society ſhould, 
upon no occaſion, be indulged in the 
liberty of recommending any meaſure to 
« their Preſident and Council.” * Never- 
theleſs, at the end of this ſingular de- 
bate, Mr. Baron Maſeres roſe to give 
his intended notice, He was ſtopped 
by the Prefident, who told him that 
by a ſtatute which had that day paſſed 
in Council, every motion to be made 
hereafter muſt be given in to the Se- 
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* The motion which drew from the Preſident's party 
an avowal of theſe ariſtocratic principles, was propoſ- 
ed by Sir Henry Englefield ; and it was to this effect. 
** Reſolved, That it be recommended by the Society to 
#* their Preſident and Council, to publiſh the names 
** of the perſons to whom they ſhall in future adjudge 
Sir Godfrey Copley's medal, and to declare the ſub- 
«« jet of the paper on which that honour ſhall be con, 
© ferred in the volume of the Tranſactions next follow 


ing every ſuch adjudication.” The motion was at 
At carried by 50 againſt 24, 


cretary 
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cretary, in writing, ſigned by fix or 
more members. Mr. Baron Maſeres 
faid, that he already had his motion in 
writing, and would preſently get it ſigned, 
But the whole company called loudly 


for the Statute. The Statute was read 
as follows : 


« That the Meetings of the So- 
te ciety may not be waſted by unpro- 
e fitable debates, contrary to the intent 
* and meaning of the fifth ſection of 
* this chapter, it is conſtituted, eſta- 
* bliſhed, and ordained, that every mo- 
* tion or queſtion, propoſed to be bal- 
* lotted for by the Society, ſhall be 
fairly tranſcribed on paper, and being 
* ſigned by fix or more Fellows of the 
Society, it ſhall be by them delivered 
eto one of the Secretaries at a Meeting 
* of the Society; and ſhall thereupon 
* be read immediately after the declara- 
* tion of the Preſents on the table; and 
« after being marked by the Secretary 
e with the date of the day when deli- 


M « yered, 
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« yered, it ſhall be fixed up in the com- 
% mon meeting-room of the Society at 
« the next ordinary meeting; and on 
e the meeting next following the ſame, 
it ſhall be put to the Ballot, unleſs 
te thoſe who have ſigned it agree to 
e withdraw it. 

. 

« But nothing contained in this Sta- 

* tute is to be conſtrued to extend to 
% matters relative to elections, or the 
e ordinary buſineſs of the Society.” 


Mr. Maſeres's motion was then ſub- 
ſcribed by twelve gentlemen, and deli- 
vered to the Secretary, It was con- 
ceived in theſe terms: 


« That as it appears to be the ſenſe 
e of the Society that Dr. Hutton, by 
« his written Defence, and by what has 


ce been ſaid in ſupport of it, has en- 


e tirely refuted all the inſinuations that 


had been thrown out, concerning his 


* neglect of the duties of his office of 
„ cSecre- 
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« Secretary for the foreign correſpon- 
, te dence, it be recommended by the 
> e Society to their Preſident and Coun- 
„ cil, to reſcind the order lately made 
e for preventing perſons, reſiding out 
« of London, from holding the ſaid 


e office, and to requeſt Dr. Hutton to 
ce reſume it.“ 


The twelve ſubſcribers were theſe, 

6 Francis Maſeres. Nevil Maſkelyne. 
Samuel Horſley. Edward Poore. 
William Brown. James Horsfall. 
George Shuckburgh. Iſaac Goſſet. 
John Hyacinth de Magellan. William 


James. John Wilton. Thomas Brand 
Hollis. 


After the meeting of the 5th, a card 
was ſent round to all the members of 
the Society, requeſting them, in the Pre- 
ſident's name, to attend on the 12th, 


in the ſame terms which had been uſed 
on the former occaſion *, 
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On the 12th, the Preſident took the 
chair at the uſual hour; the aſſembly far 
leſs numerous than on the 8th of Janu- 
ary. After the minutes were read, and 
the buſineſs of form was diſpatched, Mr, 
Baron Maſeres roſe ; and in a ſhort ſpeech 
ſhewed the cloſe connection between the 
vote of the Society on Dec. 18th, and the 
queſtion which he now propoſed. ** That 
it was ſo plainly a matter of honour and 
« juſtice, that the affront which had been 
« put upon Dr. Hutton, ſhould be done 
« away in the manner which this motion 
* recommended; that he had expected, that 
« the Preſident and Council would do it 
* of their own accord. But as they had 
* not done it, nor given any reaſon to 
e think that they intended it, it was high 
ce time that the Society ſhould remind 
ce them of it. The ſame principle of 
« juſtice, which made this reparation ne- 
* ceflary on the part of the Preſident and 
Council, who had given the unmerit- 


ed affront, made the interference ne- 


* ceflary 


„ 


* ceſſary on the part of the Society, who 
* had pronounced Dr. Hutton innocent.” 
Mr. Maſeres fat down, and Dr. Horſley 
on the ſame ſide, and Dr. Watſon, one of 
the Vice-Preſidents, on the contrary, roſe 
both in the ſame inſtant. 


Dr. Horſley. ** Sir, I believe that in all 
« Societies, in which the order of debate 
&« js underſtood, the mover and the ſe- 
* conder of a queſtion are always heard, 
* before any thing is ſaid in reply. I riſe 
* to ſecond the motion made by my learn- 
e cd and reſpectable friend on my right 
* hand; I take it for granted, therefore, 
* I ſhall be heard without interruption 
** from the other ſide, 


&« Sir, the connexion between the 
e preſent motion, and a late vote 
% of the Society which juſtified Dr. 
© Hutton, were it not ſufficiently ap- 
ce parent of itſelf, has been fo ably ſet 
« forth by my learned friend, that I ſhall 
« have no occaſion to treſpaſs long upon 
* the Socicty's patience, Indeed I 

* ſhould 
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« ſhould think it unneceſſary to ſay a 
« word upon the ſubject, were it not that 
« Dr. Hutton's friends, in every ſtage of 
« this buſineſs, have laboured under a 
very particular diſadvantage: no fair 
and open accuſation has been ſet up, 
* to which we might once for all reply. 
« Dr. Hutton has been accuſed in whiſ- 
* pers, Sir, which could be traced to no 
certain origin, nor tied down to any very 
* preciſe meaning. When one of theſe 
& has been anſwered, another has been 
„ ſent abroad. Such whiſpers, Sir, are 
ce now afloat. Many gentlemen here 
* may have caught one or another of 
te them. And if they are not replied to, 
e they may perhaps influence the ballot, 
* more than any thing that may be 
« openly alleged. 


The firſt whiſper, Sir, that caught 
% my ear, was the whiſper about Mr. 
* Bonnet's complaint, that he had not been 
* thanked enough for his preſent. To 
* this I had the honour to reply before 


£45 By 
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tea very numerous aſſembly, on the 8th 
* of January. But I have lately caught 
* another whiſper upon the ſame ſtory. 
* It is ſet about, that my reply, however 
* plauſible, was unfair and imperfect. 
© That l kept back a very material part of 
* the ſtory, and brought forward only ſo 
* much of it, as my apology would ſuit. 
Truly, Sir, thoſe who propagate this re- 
* port, give me the credit of abilities as 
© an advocate, which I am not conſcious 
* that I poſſeſs. A client whole caſe 
„would not ſpeak for itſelf, when his 
ce ſtory ſhould be fairly told, would be 
likely to receive little benefit from 
% any eloquence of mine; my only ta- 
„ lent (if J have any) as a pleader, is 
&© that of being able to tell a fact, in all 
ce its circumſtances, with perſpicuity. 


What was this important part of the 


«© Bonnet buſineſs, which I concealed ? It 
« ſeems I mentioned only Mr. Bonnet's 
« preſent of his book: but his preſent was 
* accompanied with a letter. For the 

5 preſent, 
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« preſent, it is confeſſed, he had the pro- 
% per thanks, according to the rules of 
« the Society. But the letter required 
e an anſwer, and there is no printed form 
© of anſwer to a letter. There can 
« be none: for every letter muſt be 
*« anſwered according to its particular 
e contents. I confeſs that according to 
* this ſtate of the caſe, my former apo- 
“ logy for Dr. Hutton was inſufficient, 
« What new one ſhall Inow ſet up ? ſhall 
« I deny that the pretended letter ever 
« exiſted? I will not deny it. I will 
* not found the defence of Dr. Hutton's 
ce character upon a falſhood. Shall I 
«« ſay, that the purport of the letter was 
« merely to announce the preſent; ſo 
ce that the formal thanks for the preſent 
«© made the proper anſwer to the letter? 
% This may have been the caſe : but I 
© will not take upon me to ſay poſitive- 
« ly this was the caſe; for the contents 
of the letter are to me unknown. I 
te muſt admit, that, for aught I know to 

„the 


— 
* 
= 
. 
» 
* 
* 


. 


£ 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


64 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ce 


cc 


ce 


ce 


cc 


cc 


rc 


* to this hour is unanſwered. 
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the contrary, the contents of the letter 


were ſpecial and important, ſuch as 
to require a ſpeedy and particular an- 
ſwer. Shall I ſay, that the letter has 
had that anſwer ? No, Sir; I fay no 
ſuch thing. I believe in my con- 
ſcience, that the letter has had no an- 
ſwer at all. Now, let me ſee—I have 
granted that a letter came many months 
ſince from a learned foreigner—full of 
very important matter which requir- 
ed an immediate ſpecial anſwer—which 


Why 


truly, Sir, the blame of a great neglect, 


or of ſome worſe crime, mult reſt ſome- 
where. But where does this blame 
reſt? Sir, reſt where it may, it reſts 
not upon Dr. Hutton. The fact is 
this: the preſent and the letter came 
together during the receſs of the Socie- 
ty. The preſent remained in the houſe, 
and was viſible: but the letter, I know 
not by whom, nor from what motive, 
the letter was carried away, and to 


N © this 


Dr. Hutton. 
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* this hour Dr. Hutton has never ſeen 
*« it. He knows of the exiſtence of this 
letter, no otherwiſe than he knows the 
** exiſtence of any manuſcript in the Va- 
«*« tican ; by the teſtimony of other per- 
*« ſons.” Dr. Horſley proceeded to diſ- 
cuſs another whiſper, which pretended 
to account for all that had lately hap- 
pened in the Society, by an imaginary 
diſagreement between the Preſident and 
The diſagreement was 
ſuppoſed to have ariſen on Dr. Hutton's 
fide, in conſequence of a diſſervice which 
the Preſident had done him with the Board 
of Longitude. It was ſuppoſed, that Dr. 
Hutton's reſentment had carried him to 
treat the Preſident with ſuch open diſre- 
ſpect, as might juſtify the Preſident's in- 
tention of diſmiſſing Dr. Hutton from his 
office. Dr. Horſley ſhewed, that this whole 
ſtory was falſe in every circumſtance. 
The Preſident had done Dr. Hutton no 
difſervice with the Board of Longitude. 


* 


The attempt to do him diſſervice came 


from 


1 


from another quarter. The Preſident re- 
ſiſted it warmly, and generouſly eſpouſing 
Dr. Hutton's intereſt, rendered him an 
eſſential ſervice, of which Dr. Hutton 
always ſpeaks in terms of gratitude. The 
cauſe therefore aſſigned for the pretended 
diſagreement between the Preſident and 
Dr. Hutton being a falſhood, the ſup- 
poſed reſentment and the diſreſpe&t, on 
Dr. Hutton's ſide, muſt be as much a 
dream as the diſſervice on the Preſident's. 
The ill treatment of Dr. Hutton had 
been unprovoked. Dr. Horſley went 
on, © I have anſwered the whiſpers 
« which I have met with abroad: I 
 « muſt now take notice of ſomething of 
« 2 more ſerious nature, which is circu- 
« lated within theſe walls. It is aſked, 
« why was the Preſident's very fair pro- 
% poſal of appointing a committee to 
« examine into the merits of Dr. Hut- 
« ton's ſervices, why was ſo fair a pro- 
poſal rejected by Dr. Hutton's friends? 
« Sir, it was not rejected by Dr. Hut- 
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ton's friends. The propoſal was ſuf- 
fered to drop by thoſe who made it, 

when it was perceived that we were 
ready to meet enquiry. Sir, I will 
be ſo fair as to confeſs, that if a regu- 
lar motion had been made for the 
appointment of a committee, I ſhould 
have oppoſed it. I defired an enquiry ; 
I ſollicited an accuſation. But I would 
have oppoſed that mode of enquiry. 1 
thought the buſineſs was then before 
the proper committee, the Society at 
large. To vindicate the aſperſed cha- 
racter of one of their own members 
is at any time an object of ſufficient 
importance, to engage the attention of 


the whole body. I ſhould therefore 


have oppoſed the appointment of any 
ſmaller committee. And I will tell 
you why I would have oppoſed it. I 
ſhould have looked upon it as a 7rich, to 
ſend the buſineſs to a packed jury. [A 
great cry of Order, Order.] Sir, I re- 
peat my words i ſhould have thought 
| that 
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ce that the attempt to refer the enquiry 


cc 


to a committee, was but a trick, to ſend 
the buſineſs to a packed jury.” [Order, 


Order, Shame, Shame.] “ Let Gen- 
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tlemen hear the reaſon of my ſuſpi- 
cion, and then let them ſay, whether 
it would have been unworthy. Sir, 
the propoſal of enquiry by a commit- 
tee, and the refuſal, on a former occa- 
ſion, to hear the accuſed party in his 
own defence, came from the. ſame 


% quarter: and the propoſal was ac- 
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companied with a ſuggeſtion, that 
the Council itſelf might be a proper 
conimittee for the purpoſe. What, 
Sir! the acculing party proper to be 
the judges | Had I not reaſon to 
ſuſpe&t any mode of enquiry recom- 
mended from that quarter, and ac- 
companied with ſuch a ſuggeſtion ?” 


Dr. Horſley concluded with faying, 
how much the feelings of his fri-nd Dr. 
Hutton were hurt, that the Society's at- 
tention ſhould be often called to what 
might ſeem his perſonal concern, 


Dr, 


. 

Dr. Watſon, one of the Vice Preſi- 
dents, then roſe, and preſented a paper, 
which, he ſaid, was a defence of the 
proceedings of the Council, which he had 
obtained permiſion to ſubmit to the So- 
ciety, ſalvo jure of the Preſident and 
Council. This defence accordingly was 
read. After defining the office of Foreign 
Secretary, making mention of Dr. Hut- 
ton's appointment, &c. &c. the defence 
ſttates, that the Council, very anxious to 
have the foreign correſpondence properly 
kept up, had found upon inquiry that 
it had not been ſo; that it appeared that 
five letters, viz. two from America, one 
from a Mr. Gual, one from Mr. Bonnet, 
and one from the Imperial Aca- 
demy at Manheim, had not been an- 
ſwered: that it further appeared, that 
thanks had been returned in one day, 
for fifteen preſents, received in the 
courſe of fix months. In conſequence 
of all this the Council had thought pro- 
per to make the order ſo much com- 


plained of. th 
Dr. 
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Dr. Maſkelyne roſe and ſaid, That 
he did not recollect that the charges, 
«« ſpecified in this paper, had ever been 
* made; but that even if they had been 
made, time had been refuſed for Dr. 
«« Hutton to come and anſwer them, 
e which the Aſtronomer conceived he 
© would very well have done.” 


The Society called loudly for Dr. Hut- 
ton's defence, which was read; after 


which Mr. Maty ſpoke nearly as follows *. 


« I riſe, Sir, with great diffidence : 
« Gentlemen have a right to laugh, but, 
«« Sir, I really riſe with very great diffi- 
„ dence, from the ſenſe of having ſeveral 
* prejudices to do away in the minds of 
* the Society. It has been ſaid, Sir, 
* that I have been uncommonly warm 
* throughout the whole of this affair: 


* Mr. Maty has taken the ret-unu/ual liberty of 
throwing his argument. into a ſtronger form than he ori- 
ginally gave it. - This it is hoped will not be thought 
improper by the public. | 


Sir, 
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Sir, as far as that warmth is conſtitu- 
tional, as far as it only affects myſelf, 
and prevents my being heard as 1 
might otherwiſe hope to be, I am more 
the object of pity than of blame. If I 
have been too warm in this manner, I 
am ſorry for it; I beg the Society's 
pardon : I will be warm in this manner 
no more. But, Sir, there is another kind 
of warmth which I cannot fo readily 
apologize for, and that is the warmth. 
charged upon me as an officer of this 
Society. It has been ſaid, that it is in- 
decent and improper for any perſon ſit- 
ing in ahis chair to take an active part 
in the diſputes of this Society, parti- 
cularly when the conduct of another 
officer of the Society is the ſubject of 
diſcuſſion. Sir, (Called to order by 


Mr. Anguiſh, who ſaid, there was a 
queſtion before the Society, and that 


the Gentleman conſumed the time in 


ſpeaking about himſelf.) Mr. Maty went 
on: „ Sir,—though I conceive myſelf 
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te perfectly in order in endeavouring to 
* do away impteſſions which may pre- 
« vent what I have to ſay from being 
11 favourably heard the deference which [ 
“ ſhallever have, to what appears to be the 
«wiſh of the Society, induces, me to ſay 
no more of my, own motives, of ation at 
% preſent. The time may come for ex- 
<« plaining them; when it does, I truſt 
* they will.appear pure. I. will at pre- 
«« ſent confine my ſelf to the queſtion, 


„At length then, Sir, we have heard 
te the great aggregate of the charges 
** againſt Dr. Hutton; thoſe heinous 
ce charges which were ſo complicated and 
«© ſo numerous, that they could not be 
s recollected, or put into any order, ſo as 
6 to avert the indignation of a Society, 
«© who has voted by 49 to 15 that there 
« was not a ſhadow of criminality in the 
Doctor's conduct. Sir, before I pro- 
% ceed- to examine the charges them- 
« ſelves, give me leave to expreſs to the 
« Society {ome aſtoniſhment at the conh- 

| O «dence 
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dence repoſed in you this very mornio g. 
* after all that has paſſed, by a Coun- 
ce cil who have allowed you to bring for- 
« ward, as a defence of their predeceſſors 
in office, a memorial, which neither 
te they nor their predeceſſors have ever 
read, or ever heard read. What, Sir! will 
e the gentlemen who were ſo loud juſt 
* now upon my learned friend's uſing 
* averbum ardens (which, if equitably in- 
*« terpreted, could only mean, that if you 
„named a Committee, that Committee 
„would incline to ih you very well), 
e what muſt theſe gentlemen ſay, and 
* what muſt they think, upon being told 
* that the Council has been induced to 
* lay before the Society, with great ſo- 
« lemnity, and /alvo jure, a defence of 
« which they themſelves have never heard 
% one word? Sir, I will tell you what 
* the Society muſt think ; the moſt par- 
te tial friend you have here, if with his 
* partiality for you he maintains any care 
* for the learned body to whick he be- 
“ longs, muſt think that it is time to 
"0 * look 


*N 


c 
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* look very ſeriouſly to the formation 
« of our Councils; time to compel our 
« Preſident to produce a houſe liſt ſe- 
* yeral weeks before the election; time 
* to eradicate from his mind, and from 
* the minds of all who are ſent to Coun- 
& ci], that decency requires and cuſtom 
« warrants him to be the ſole perſon 
c to propoſe, and that they are only 
„ there to hear and approve; whereas 
« the preiidency is a preſidency of bare 
* order, like that of the Speaker of the 
& Houſe of Commons, and in Council 
« the Preſident ought not to lead more 
* than any other perſon. But, Sir, why 
« do inſiſt ſo much upon the incon- 
« ſiſtency of the Body's producing a 
*« defence which they have never heard? 
6 Why, Sir, becauſe that inconſiſtency 
* has produced another, which, with 
all the reſpect for what you deign to 
cc bring forward in Council, never could 
«© have taken place if this wonderful 
* compoſition had been read to us in 
„ the morning. What is that? Why, 

O 2 _ Sir, 
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„ Sir, three charges are produced, all 


« of which had not only been an- 


« ſwered in the face of the Society, but 
„ Mr. Planta had acknowleged the 
te anſwer to two of them to be a ſuffi- 
« cient one, and has not denied the 
c third; J mean, Sir, the letters to 
& America, and the letter to Mr. Gual. 
« To what purpoſe, then, are they put 
ce in again? is it from heedleſſneſs? Can 
it be under the idea that no member of 
e the Society will recollect that they have 
&« been anſwered, nor the adverſary hit 
*« ſo conſpicuous a blot? Warm and 
« heedleſs as I am, Sir, I cannot let it 
e paſs by. I will fay more, Sir: I do 
e not know whoſe compoſition this is; 
but if I could ſuſpect it were ſanctioned 
„ by the Preſident of the Royal Society, 
* who, for ought I know, may not have 
read it any more than the Council, I 
would not give him my vote at the next 


election; not for any want of equity; 


„for I am very willing to allow all that 
has paſted to have ariſen from impe- 
** tuous 


= 


te tuous haſte, which unfortunately now 
&« ſcorns to retract; but for having given 
* proofs in the management of this 
© whole affair, that he wants the great 
10 powers of mind requiſite to manage 
« great affairs, and is therefore unfit for 
* the Councils of the Royal Society. 
«© Thus much, then, Sir, for three of 
« the letters: with reſpect to the fourth, 
Mr. Bonnet's, my learned friend has 
« ſaid ſo much, that I will only add one 
& word more. I think, Sir, with Dr, 
« Horſley, that the laconiciſm pre- 
t ſcribed to us by our anceſtors becomes 
© us; I think that Mr. Bonnet, eſpeci- 
ally conſidering that his book was 
* partly controverſial, and that he is very 
* ſevere upon the Linnæan underſtrap- 
« pers in ſeveral parts of it, has been praiſed 
* enough; but whether he was or was not, 
the blame of not praiſing him more does 
* not lye on Dr. Hutton; for, in the 
« firſt place, he had not your orders for 
«© jt, without which the ſtatute forbad his 
c acting; nor could he have them, as be- 
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WW « ing engaged in an unfortunate review: 
| « (I muſt take ſhame to myſelf) I took 
1 te away the letter, and kept it for ſome 
| | © months. Now, Sir, for the fifth let- 
0 « ter; it appears, by a note upon it, I 


* believe in your own hand-writing, [Pre- 
ident. In my hand-writing, Sir, but that 
is two years ago]: © no matter how long; 
« it appears, I ſay, that it was kept till ſome- 
body ſhould be found to undertake the 


© meteorogical correſpondence propoſed 
i e init. That perſon is not found yet: but 
_ kept or not, Dr. Hutton never ſaw it; 
4 indeed, it was not even mentioned to 
fi « either of the Councils, nor do I be- 
1 « lieve, though this I cannot affirm, that 
6 „it was in the book when Dr. Hutton, 
bi « who was diſmiſſed the 18th of No- 
4 « vember, called at the houſe the 17th 
| © of October to ſee what buſineſs there 
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was for him. Thus much then for 
the heavy part of the charge, the five 
letters. I come now to the 15 pre- 
* ſents (theſe appeared to me to be eight 
« when I looked into the book this 
| * morning, 
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* morning, but I will allow them to be 
* 15) acknowledged in one day. Here, 
« Sir, I allow myſelf at a loſs for a de- 
« fence. I muſt leave it to Dr. Hutton, or 
« valcant quantum valere poſſunt. T would 
% however appeal to the gentlemen bred 
« in our univerſities, to the gentlemen 
« of the army, to the gentlemen uſed to 
« the diſcipline of any liberal ſocietyunder 
« the ſun, and aſk them how much they 
* ought to avail. Sir, their anſwer will be, 
« that ſuppoſing the whole true, it is 
« not a charge for which a good-natured 
« man would raiſe his voice to his black 
ce ſervant; much leſs what ſhould cauſe 
« the aſſociates of one of the firſt ma- 
« thematicians in Europe to diſmiſs him 
t unheard from the hard earnings, 
*« which, for ought the contriver of the 
„ wrongs, whoever he may be, might 
* know, he might want to ſupport his 
« family. The Society however, Sir, 
« will judge as they pleaſe ; for myſelf, 
*« though I will blame no ſingle man, 
though I am ready to allow it was an 
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te act of haſte, I cannot bring myſelf to 
„ give ſoft names to harſh actions: I 
* have always. conſidered the Doctor's 
« diſmiſſion as illiberal and unjuſt ; as 
« ſuch I ſhall always conſider it; and 
« the only way in my mind to do away 
* the diſgrace is to reſtore him. This 
e the Society is now called upon to 
« recommend, and I hope they will join 
« heartily and unanimouſly in it,” 


Dr. Hutton being called upon, roſe 
and ſaid a few words, the purport of 
which was to confirm what had been ſaid 
by Mr. Maty in relation to Mr. Bon- 
net's letter, and that from the Academy 
of Manheim. He declared himſelf quite 
unconſcious of any act, which could be 
deemed a negligence by reaſonable and 
equitable judges, and inſiſted with great 
earneſtneſs on the illiberal injuſtice of 


refuſing to let him know his crime be- 


fore he was ignominiouſiy and inſdiouſly 
diſmiſſed, 


He 
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He was aſked about the fifteen preſents; 
received in the courſe of ſeveral months; 
and acknowledged in one day. He faid; 
ce that he had given a regular attendance 
sat the Society once in every fortnight; 
for the purpoſe of conſulting the mi- 
* nutes, to ſee what preſents came to 
* hand. If in the interval of any two 
* of his ſtated attendances, an entry had 
* been made at once of fifteen preſents 
* received in a long courſe of time, the 
* conſequence would be, that the fifteen 
letters of thanks would be all diſpatch- 
* ed the ſame day. He always made the 
* acknowledgements as ſoon as he had 
* information of the receipt.” 


The Accountant-General then roſe. 
The hour being late, he found him- 
ſelf in danger of being overpowered 
by a loud cry for the queſtion. This in 
two reſpects would have been detri- 
mental to the cauſe, which he thought 
proper to efpoute. For beſides that the 
cauſe would have loſt the aſſiſtance of 

P ſo 


4 
' 


1 
4 


[ 106 J 


ſo able an advocate; time would not 
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have been given for members of parliament 
to come down, to aſſiſt in the buſineſs 
of the Society, after the weightier delibe- 
rations of the Houſe of Commons were 
cloſed. This blow, which might have 
been fatal, Mr. Anguiſh parried with 
the dexterity of a maſter. He affected 
to be indifferent whether he was heard 
or no. He ſaid, «„ That the hour 
indeed was late; that the Society was 
&© certainly very well prepared for de- 
« ciding; and that what he had to ſay 
© might be omitted ; but that, however, 
« as he had a few words to ſay, with 
« the permiſſion of the Society he 
„% would go on.” [Hear him, hear him, 
from both ſides.] He then declared 
*« himſelf an independant man, of no 
* party, who had come to the Society 
* on the former nights of debate quite 
e unprejudiced, and would give an ac- 
* count of what his ſenſations had been 
* on the whole affair. The firit night a 
*« vote of thanks had been aſked for Dr. 

Hutton; 
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« Hutton; it was uncuſtomary, but the 
Society ſuffered it to paſs. The ſe- 
* cond night a defence of the Doctor 
« had been produced, and it had been 
moved, that if he had been criminated 
« jq any one's opinion, that crimination 
« was done away: this too the Socicty 
« had been induced to pals, from a de- 
« fire of peace; but in the courſe of that 
e night's debate, an alarming circum- 
« ſtance had come out; for what had ap- 
« peared a /ing/e meaſure, was announ- 
« ced as part of a regular plan of at- 
* tack on the Preſident, and the Society 
« was threatened to be kept in debate 
« the whole winter: this had alarmed 
te the Society, it had alarmed the Ac- 
« countant-General; oppoſite meaſures 
« in conſequence had been determined 
« on; and on the 8th of Jannary a vote 
* of approbation and ſupport of the Pre- 
« ſident had been moved for. This vote 
« Dr. Horſley had oppoſed, and in fo do- 
« ing had brought forward his charges; 
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he had begun with the ſtrongeſt of 


them; he was wiſe in ſo doing; he 
would have been unwiſe if he had done 
otherwiſe; it had happened, however, 
that this ſtrong charge conſiſting of 
an accuſation of the Preſident for in- 
terfering improperly in eight elections; 
and the Doctor having conſumed an 
hour * in ſpeaking to the firſt of them, 
the Society had refuſed to hear any 
more: in this the Society had acted 
perfectly right; it was not fair to at- 
tack the Preſident upon a ſubject, on 
which it might not be prudent, it 
might not even be fafe for him to de- 
fend himſelf; the ſubject of the cha- 
rater of the perſons whoſe admiſſion 
he might have oppoſed ; and beſides, 
the argument uſed by the learned gen- 
tleman was not only unfair, but it was 
inconcluſive; it was not ſufficieat to 


The Doctor was 10 minutes in ſpeaking about Mr, 


Clarke, as may be eaſily eſtimated by any one who 
conſults the ſpeech. 
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* be a Mathematician, to be a Fellow 
* of that Society; there were other quali- 
** ties requiſite, ſocial qualitics, the want 
« of which might make a man unfir, 
however competent he might be in 
« learning. Be all this, however, as it 
« might, the event of the debate of the 
*« $th of January had been adverſe to 
the oppoſite party; and a very large 
« majority of the Society had declared 


„ themſelves in favour of the Preſident : 


« ſurely after this it was to be expected 
ce that the Society would have been 
* ſuffered to remain at peace; ſurely 
* there was ſomething due from men of 
„ ſocial diſpoſitions to the ſenſe of the 
* majority of the body, with whom they 
e were allociated. Gentlemen, however, 
* had not thought ſo; averyextraordinary 
„ propoſition had been brought forward 
„ that night, and ſupported with un- 
common contention ; not only ſo, but a 
* molt extraordinary expreſſion had fal- 
* len from a gentleman; the Account- 


ant 
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« ant-General was quite aſtoniſhed to 
hear it come from that reverend mouth: 
« a reverend gentleman had expreſſed an 
„ apprehenſion, that if a Committee had 
te been appointed to enquire into Dr. Hut- 
% ton's conduct in his office, it would have 
turned out a packed jury. Good God, 
« Sit! Did the reverend member conſider, 
* that the Committee muſt have conſiſt- 
„ed wholly of members of the Royal 
Society? Could a packed jury be form- 
« ed of members of the Royal Society? * 
«© But what was the thing now demanded? 
„Why that the body at large ſhould 
« interfere in a matter with which it 
had nothing at all to do. Did two of 
the gentlemen +, who had preſſed this, 
recollect the oath they had taken at their 


* Certainly not, if by a packed jury he meant a jury 
of ſcoundrels: but if che words were only uſed to ſignify 
a Committee too apt to be miſled by an implicit truſt 
in the Preſident, ſuch a Commitree might eafily be found 
in the Society. The preſent Council is a ſtanding Com- 
mittee of that deſcription. 


+ Dr. Maſkolyne and Mr. Maty. 
ad- 
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&* admiſſion into the Council, the oath to 
e act faithfully and honeſtly in all things 
« committed to their truſt ? Had they 
kept this oath ? the Accountant knew 
« that they had, whilſt he was in Coun- 
„eil with them, and he doubted not 
e they had done ſo ſince. Did they 
« imagine then, other members of Coun- 
e cil were leſs conſcientious than them- 
« ſelves? and if they were, did the gentle- 
* men conceive that what had been 
© taken up upon good ground and ma- 
ture deliberation, would be ſo eafily 
„ relinquithed ? + Certainly it would 
* not. If the Society was to be unani- 
* mous, (the Speaker himſelf exempted, 
* for he certainly ſhould not concur) in 
voting for Dr. Hutton's reſtoration, the 
« Council would be right in not attend- 
e tending to their requiſition. To the 


+ All this would have been very good reaſoning if 
there had been cither good ground or mature deliberation, 
but the fact has been ſhewn to have been otherwiſe. 
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« Council's diſpoſition, + Mr. Keck had 
* bequeathed his money ; they were the 
elected governors of the Society; they 
* had named Dr. Hutton to an office the 
* Society did not even know any thing 
© of ; they had removed him; and from 
e them there neither was, nor could be, 
© any appeal; to attempt it was a de- 
* mocratic infringement on the principles 
* of the conſtitution, | Here a loud laugh, 
and ſome hiiling]; “it was very like 
„hat was paſling in another place; 
but if there could be an appeal, if the 
Society had the power that was claim- 
*« ed for them, it was eaſy to be ſeen on 
„% what fide it would be exerted ; for 
the Fellows of the Royal Society, 
though not perhaps all Mathematicians 
or devoted to particular ſtudies, were 
Hall very ſenſible men. And now ha- 


+ This is a groſs miſrepreſentation of the fact. Mr. 
Keck's bequelt is to the Prefident, Council and. FEI“ 
Lows of the Royal Society; and by the letter of the 
will, the appointment to the ofice, conſtituted by the 
legacy, 1s in the body at large. 
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ving ſaid this much upon the general 
queſtion, the Accountant-General was 
really unwilling to obſerve upon the de- 
fence which had been brought forward; 
perhaps it might be unneceſſary; per- 
haps the gentleman who had made the 
motion might be willing to withdraw 
it; he would aſk him if he was.” 


Mr. Baron Maſeres.“ Sir, my motion 
having been ſigned by eleven other 
reſpectable members of this Society, I 
do not conceive myſelf at liberty to 
withdraw it without their concurrence; 
but if J was, I do not feel myſelf in 
the leaſt inclined to do ſo; for after 
attending to all that has been ſaid, I 
am thoroughly ſatisfied that no charge 
whatever lies againſt my friend Dr, 
Hatton.” 


Mr. Anguiſh. That being the caſe, 
Sir, I am at liberty to go on with my 


obſervation, and conceive that the de- 
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© fence made is no defence at all; for 
* what does it amount to; Gentlemen 
% have told you, that they think the 
ordinary letter of thanks ſufficient; 
«© What, Sir! to a foreign Academy! Is 
* this civil? . What will foreigners ſay 
„of us? What will they think of the 
* civility of the Royal Society? On the 
* other hand, it evidently appears, that 
there has been neglect in not acknow- 
« ledging preſents : this is allowed on all 
* ſides *: upon the whole therefore, Sir, 
1 ſhall be againſt the motion.” 


La) 


Mr. Maty roſe to ſet Mr. Anguiſh 
right with reſpect to a date; repeated 
what he had ſaid before about the two 
letters; and reminded the Society, that 
the preſents which had accidentally been 
acknowledged fix months after the time 
they ſhould have been, were preſents in 
courſe. With regard to uſing or not 


* For the truth of this aſſertion, ſee page 105. 


* uſing 


1 


* uſing the common form of thanks, Mr. 
« Maty again inſiſted on the danger of 
*« being too particular; which he con- 
te firmed by the inſtance of a Mr. He/linot 
* Accoucheur at Bruſſels, who had thought 
* proper to prefix the common letter to 
« the ſecond edition of his book: a thing 
- « which had given great pain to ſome 
« leading men in the Society (not to the 
&« ſpeaker himſelf, he confeſſed) and had 
te almoſt brought on a deliberation, whe- 
ether it might not be proper to apply to 
« the Pope, or the Emperor, or the In- 
« gquiſition, all which might eaſily have 
« been done thro' the medium of the 
« Foreign Embaſſadors, who watch fo 
ce tenderly and conſcientiouſly over the 
&* peace of the Society, to puniſh ſuch 
e an inſult upon the majeſty of the So- 
es ciety.” 


Mr. Poore ſaid a few words to aflert 
his own independance, to declare him- 
ſelf free from any ſactious views, and 
(2 2 uncon- 
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unconnected with any party. He ex- 
preſſed great perſonal reſpect for the Pre- 
ſident and the members of the preſent 
Council, and an entire approvation of the 
methods in which men of faſhion of the 
preſent age proſecute their ſtudies. 


Mr. Poore was followed by Edward 
Watſon, Eſq; Barriſter at Law, who re- 


plied to Mr. Anguiſh in words to this 
effect. 


« Vir. Preſident, 

5e It is with very great anxiety that I 
* preſume to obtrude upon the patience 
of gentlemen who are calling for the 
© queſtion, eſpecially at fo late an- hour. 
Let notwithſtanding that, and much as 
I diſtruſt the force of any thing that has 
* occurred to me, during the diſcuſſions 
„of this evening, towards producing a 
* change of opinion in any of thoſe 


„ members of the Society who may be 


* already determined how to ballot ; the 
5 „ turn 
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turn which the debate has taken, and 
the feelings thereby ſtirred up in my 
breaſt, perſuade me not to give a ſilent 
vote. 


* If the Society will have the indul- 
gence to hear me, I ſhall take the li- 
berty of adverting to two collateral 
queſtions, . which have been made by 
the learned gentleman over againſt me, 
for the ſake of putting them entirely 
out of the caſe, and of ſhortly anſwer- 
ing ſome of the poſitions laid down 
by him, in deſcanting upon them, 
which I conceive to be founded in miſ- 
take. The firſt of theſe queſtions is, 
that the matter under our immediate 
conſideration, 1s in fact a perſonal at- 
tack upon you, and ſo intended by 
the gentlemen who have brought it 
forward; and the ſecond, that ſuch 
affairs as the appointment, controul, 
or diſmiſſion of the foreign ſecretary, 
and the like, are excluſively within the 

pro- 


106 


% province of the Preſident and Coun- 
« cil, the Society at large having no 
* right to intermeddle with reſpe& to 
* them. 


« After having ſaid what I think ne- 
e ceſſary upon theſe topics, I ſhall wiſh 
* to ſubjoin but a word directly upon 
« the queſtion which is to be put to the 
* ballot. | 


As to the notion, Sir, of this being 
„only a covert mode of attacking you, 
and part of a ſcheme ſyſtematically 
« planned for that purpoſe; if I thought 
4% fo, I ſhould highly diſapprove the de- 
« ſign, and would exert myſelf to the 
« utmoſt in oppoſing its effects; but I 


would counteract it in ſome other way, 


and not by refuſing to do juſtice. . I 
*« have never been conſulted upon the 
« ſubject by any perſon, either in favour 
*« of the motion, or in oppoſition to it. 
« My judgement is decided by what I 

„have 


11 


* have now heard, in which many cir- 
* cumſtances occur abſolutely to refute 
*« ſuch a ſuppoſition; and my learned 
„ friend who, as I am told, for I was 
* not here, brought forward the firſt of 
e theſe motions, and has taken an active 
“part in them all, has rendered it unne- 
* ceſlary for me to ſtate the reaſons why 
J think ſo, by having denied, in the 
e moſt expreſs and unambiguous terms, 
« the exiſtence of any deſign of that 
« ſort, as the firſt moving cauſe of what 
* the Society has already done in vindi- 
e cation of Dr. Hutton. Nor ought 
e this miſtaken ſuggeſtion to delay that 
* compleat redreſs, which the vindication 
* of the honour of the Society requires 
* to be offered to him, At any rate 
te the utmoſt that the ingenuity of the 
„learned Gentlemen can now make of 
this ſurmiſe, will only bring the caſe 
* to the ſchool point of videtur quod fic, 
* probatur quod non. To my view it 

| * has 


10 


* has not even the ſlighteſt tinge of ſuch 
an appearance, 


« With regard to the ſecond queſtion 
„made by the learned Gentleman I 
* hope to ſhew that he is ſtill more 
«« palpably miſtaken, notwithſtanding he 
is ſupported in it by another learned 
Gentleman * of the ſame high ſituation 
„with himſelf in an honourable profeſ- 
5 fton, the doctrines of which, I perſuade 
66 myſelf, cannot maintain the points 
„ inſiſted upon by them. They have 
* both aſſerted, with no ſmall degree of 
« warmth, that the Society at large can 
have no right to interfere in this mat- 
ter; becauſe, they ſay, we have nothing 
to do with our own eſtate or our pe- 
* cuniary concerns. They ſeem to me, 
both of them, induſtriouſly to uſe this 
* argument fo as to beg the queſtion fot 
the fake of the inference. And they 
© muſt be well aware, that they could not 
* otherviſe employ it with any effect. 


* Mr. Holford. 
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field, than they have taken; and will 
therefore confine myſelf ſtrictly to the 
caſe before us, which has been ſpoken 
of as an interference not watranted by 
our charters; for we have been told 
that, by theſe, the general body has 
no authority in pecuniary concerns, 
and that the ſole power over them is 
veſted in the Preſident and Council. 
Yet the Gentlemen did not chuſe to 
reſt on this ground alone, but referred, 
in ſupport of their aſſertion, to the will, 
by which the ſalary of the Foreign Se- 
cretary was given, and to ſome legal 
opinion about the conſtruction of that 
will. Theſe were mentioned but 
looſely, and, as ſeemed to me, ad 
captandur merely. If any preciſe 
argument was drawn from either, my 
dullneſs is to blame, that I did not 
comprehend it; and I cannot anſwet 
what (no doubt the fault is mine) 1 
do' not underſtand. If this refe- 


| R ce rence 


ie 


** rence was made for the ſake of ſhew- 
wing that the office of Foreign Secretary 
was ſo inſtituted, and that the eſtate, 
out of which the ſalary is paid, is fo 
* ſtrictly and excluſively veſted in the 
4 Preſident and Council, that whatever 
« the law may be in other caſes, their 
conduct is not ſubject to the review or 
„ controul of their Conſtituents in this 
** particular cate, the will, and opinion, 
* railing that diſtinction, ought to have 
been produced, read, and inveſtigated. 
„This not having been done, no man 
„will ſuffer his judgement to be ſo 
* concluded by them. I have never 
e ſeen them; but J dare ſay that if I 
ere to call for them, they would flat- 
«© ly refute any ſuch diſtinction. I 
need not however waſte the time of 
the Society by calling for them to be 
« read, in as much as the common ſenſe 
„of the thing is alone deciſive againſt 
te the weight of all that has been urged, 
* if they were alluded to merely in aid 
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of ſuch a notion. Let me advert to 
them now, under the ſuppoſition that 
it was intended to apply them to the 
more general declaration, as inſtances 
of our having nothing to do, in a full 
meeting of the whole body corporate, 
with any part of our eſtate, finances, 
or officers. To this purpoſe, I have 
no heſitation to admit, without ex- 
amining, that they are literally as ſtat- 
ed by the learned Gentlemen; for ! 
have no dread of their being received 
as very concluſive evidence, in contra- 
diction to our charters, our bye-laws, 
and our habitual practice. I will ſhew, 
before I conclude, that every power 
granted to our Corporation by the 
Crown, the exerciſe whereof is not 
expreſsly confined to the Preſident and 
Council alone, belongs to the aggre- 


gate body of Preſident, Council, and 
« Fellows. And I may add that, with- 


cc 


66 


out the call of ſpecial occaſions, the 
Fellows, annually and regularly, do 


2 « exerciſe 
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exerciſe a controuling power in money 
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matters, by appointing Auditors for 
the Treaſurer's accounts and receiving 
their reports. The ſame controuling 
power belongs to them in all extraor- 
dicary caſes like the preſent. 


©« Bat the two learned Gentlemen have 
both contended, that without the per- 
miſſion of the Preſident and Council, 
we could not entertain the queſtion 
now under conſideration. It is true, 
the new ſtatute, made the other day, 
proves, that this is not the opinion of 
the Council. But the two learned 
Gentlemen, who have been heretofore 
in Council, go even greater lengths than 
this; and aſſert with equal eagerneſs, 
that the Body Corporate at large has 
no authority to diſcuſs or deliberate 
upon any of its affairs. 


« Sir, it was well and truly ſaid in this 


* r00M the other evening, by a Gentle- 


man 
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* man of etninence in the literary world, 
* that nothing can reſtrain us from ſuch 
** deliberation, that no power upon earth 
* can prevent our debating, when mat- 
* ters Occur which in the opinion of any 
© individual call for it, ſhort of ſuch a 
power as could prevent our meetings al- 
** together, I will demonſtrate this upon 
general principles, and by confidering 
** the ſpecial conſtitution of this learned 
« body. In general it is an eflential in- 
„ herent quality of all corporations, and 
of this amongſt the reſt, to manage 
their own concerns. The form of our 
incorporation ſhews how this power is 
* to be exerciſed by us. And, although 
te there is a diſtinct executive branch, a 
* ſuperictending controul exiſts in the 
«« general body. This mull be fo in all 
corporations, conſtituted as ours is, un- 
* leſs in particulars where it is expreſly 
© negatived and taken away. This is the 
* cale with the Royal Society. The 
„ Preſident and Council are ordained a 

Standing 


1 


Standing Committee for the arrange- 
% ment and management of its affairs ; 
e but this does not exclude the General 
© Body Corporate from interfering, when 
* ſpecial caſes ariſe that call for inter- 
* fereace. It is in eaſe, and not in de- 
« fiance, of the whole body, that the 
* common and ordinary management is 
% lodged in the hands of a delegated few. 
«« This poſition does not reſt on argument 


alone, nor reſult merely from analogy 


to other corporations: if it did, I 
* ſhould deem myſelf warranted in aſ- 
„ ſuming it; but the expreſs words of 
« your own charter are my authority. 
] thought fo, and therefore turned to 
„e them at the table, whilſt the learned 
« Gentleman on your right hand was 
*« ſpeaking. The clauſe, to which I re- 


fer, grants, that the Preſident, Council, 


« and Fellows may meet in any place 
« within the Kingdom of England, for 
„the purpoſe of making experiments 
and cultivating natural knowledge; 
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* alnſq; negotiis ad Societem prædictum 


„ ſpeftantibus, quoties et quatenus opus 
« fuerit. It muſt therefore be denied, 
* and denied by ſomething more conclu- 
te five than mere aſſertion, that the ſub- 
« jet upon which I am now addreſ- 
„fing you is a matter pertaining to the 
* Royal Society; or a doctrine, that we 
have nothing to do with it, cannot be 
* ſuſtained. Indeed the reaſons by which 
* the two learned Gentlemen themſelves 
* have given colour to their allegations, 
« were I minutely to diſſect them, would 
« ſufficiently refute that doctrine. 


* Another reaſon, Sir, why this is not 
ea matter for the ſole and excluſive de- 


« termination of the Preſident and Coun- 


* cil, may be collected from hence; that 
* where an excluſive authority, or any 
* thing of that ſort, is intended to be 
* pranted in our charters, it is diſtinctly 
* and unequivocally fo expreſſed. Thus, 


for inſtance, the power of making bye- 


cc Jay's 


( 128 ] 


« Jaws and ordinances is veſted in the 
« Prefiderit and Council only by an ex- 
* plicit and diſtin article in the grant. 
« And the learned Gentlemen will not, 
« as lawyers, deny to me, that, in the 
« conſtruction of charters, expreſſio untus 
« eft excluſio alterius. 


« Perhaps in a certain ſenſe, and to a 
certain degree, we may even direct, 
« we certainly may adviſe, the Prefident 
and Council what ſtatutes to make: 
„ And I can entertain no doubt, that we 
are ſtrictly within our own province in 
„ deſiting them to reconſider, or direct- 
* ing them to reſcind, their reſolution 
* concerning Dr. Hutton. I would ra- 
ther they ſhould have done this with- 
*« out a queſtion : but with, or without, 
% have no heſitation in ſaying, that it 
% ought at all events to be done. Upon 
„ this matter the Society is fully quali- 
* fied and competent to decide; not, as 
« the learned Gentleman has ſaid, be- 
A e cauls 
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* cauſe the Preſident and Council have 
allowed us the privilege of deciding in 
this particular inſtance, with a /alvo 
jure for future caſes; but by the funda- 
mental principles of our conſtitution, 
and terms of our incorporation. 


% I will now in a few words aſſign 
* ſome of my reaſons for thinking, that the 
* reſolution of the Preſident and Coun- 
* cil, whereby Dr. Hutton was com- 
« pelled to reſign, ought to be reconſi- 
c dered and reſcinded. I will examine 
te the queſtion upon its own merits, and 
c not follow the learned Gentleman thro' 
his hiſtorical detail of events leading 
© to it. I have great pleaſure in de- 
„ claring my thorough conviction, that 
& the preſent, as well as the late Coun- 
Eil, is compoſed of perſons not leſs re- 
&« ſpectable for their perſonal qualities, 
« talents, and learning, than honourable 
„for their rank and fituation in life. 
But does it thence follow, that they 

8 b56-are 
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„ are infallible? And in a caſe too, 
* which they tell us themſelves they de- 
©« termined, in a manner that I aver no 
* reaſon can juſtify, no rules of juſtice 
* can approve! For they tell us, that 
* they did not think it neceſſary to 
* make Dr. Hutton acquainted with the 
charges exhibited againſt him, and to 
* call upon him for his defence, before 
* paſling their reſolution, which, when 
*«« paſſed, they might have ſeen would 
<«« neceſſarily compel him to reſign. The 
* equity of ſuch a procedure does not 
* preſs upon my mind. We hear, that 
* many members of the Council have 
* ſince declared their perſeverance in it; 
but my apology for them is, that they 
fell into this error likewiſe without 
„due conſideration. And this alone 
is a ſufficient reaſon for ſending the 
* caſe back to be reconſidered. I ſhould 
© have better liked the queition upon 
* which I am ſpeaking, it the phraſe 
* of it had been recofder, inftead of 
* reſcind, 
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R 
« reſcind, and if this ſimple reaſon for 
* our ſending the matter back had been 
© expreſſed in it, that Dr. Hutton's de- 
& tence, which had not been heard at 
* firſt, might be heard upon a review of 
„ the complaints againſt him. If how- 
c ever, after all, the members of the 
« Council do not feel their own honour 
* concerned, and are not impelled by a 
* ſenſe of duty to take the matter back 
voluntarily, and of their own accord; I 
* do not imagine myſelf bound, at this 
late time of night, to carry my deli- 
* cacy for them ſo far, as to move and 
c moot an amendment in words, which 
* ought not to be, and would not be, a 
« material alteration in ſubſtance. That 
© I cannot conſent to give up, although 
* I would by choice expreſs it in the 
© mildeſt and moſt reipectful words, 
* that language can furniſh. For I can- 
* not allow myſelf to think it poſſible, 
« that the Preſident and Council, or 
* any individual amongſt them, will be 
& inclined to take the learned Gentle- 
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© man's advice, and to defy, or even to 
« ſcem indifferent to, the opinion of 
« the whole body of -the Society, in 
© whatever terms expreſſed. 


« I cannot conclude without adverting 
ce to one thing which fell from a Gen- 
ce tleman in the middle of the room to 
« this effect; that Dr. Hutton, or the 
e clerk, or ſomebody, has been the cauſe, 
either innocently or otherwiſe, of ſome 
e perſons thinking themſelves neglected, 
* or of ſome letters to learned foreigners 
e not being written punctually, and there- 
* fore the Preſident and Council did right 
ein diſmiſſing Dr. Hutton. 


The learned Gentleman, who made 
* this argument, did not ſeem to deny, 
* that the reſolution paſſed by the Pre- 


* fident and Council ſtigmatized Dr. 


Hutton with the ſubſtance, although 
not with the form of a diſmiſſal. So 
far he put the caſe fairly. But need 
* I aſk if this is juſtice! or if ſo grols 
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e an act of injuſtice is not to be rec- 
* tified? Will it not rather be the opi- 
&« nion of this liberal Society, that even 
« if Dr. Hutton's other buſineſs did 
e prevent his being at the Houſe of 
ce the Royal Society, ſo often as the 
duties of his office were underſtood 
* by the Preſident and Council to re- 
* quire ; he ought at leaſt to have been 
&« admoniſhed; to have been aſked, 
* whether he could make it convenient 
* to attend more frequently; or to have 
© been told what was alleged a 
him, and called upon for his defence, 
* before being diſmiſſed from his office, 
« deprived of his falary, wounded in 
* the pride of his honour, and diſgraced 
« inthe eyes of the world ? 


« Sir, I will not weary the Society 
* with a recapitulation of reaſons, which 
* convince my underſtanding, that it is 
* fit and neceſſary to admonith the Preſi- 
“ dent and Council to reconſider what 
* they have done. My vote will not be 
directed 
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« directed by influence or favour, but by 
*« juſtice.” 


About eleven the queſtion was put. 
The affirmative balls were 47; the 
negative, 85. 


The preſent narrative cannot be more 
properly concluded, than with a ſum- 
mary of a third debate, which took place 


on the 26th of February, upon two mo- 


tions intended to lay a reſtraint upon the 
Preſident's undue interference in the 
election of candidates. The motions 
were in theſe terms. 


February 12th, 1784. I.“ Reſolved, 
« That it would be highly indecent 
« and improper, if the Preſident of this 
„ Society ſhould, in any future inſtance, 
« ſollicit votes either for or againſt any 
« perſon, duly recommended by certift- 


* cate as qualified to be made a Fellow 


« of the Royal Society, on the evening 
« of the election.“ 


II, 


* * C 1 28 4.x 
b . * 


11 
II. Reſolved, That it would be 
* highly indecent and improper, if the 
« Preſident of this Society ſhould here- 
% after, either in the election of can- 
« didates, or upon any other occaſion, 
« endeavour to avail himſelf of his fitu- 
ation, to influence the vote of any 

* othcer of the Society.” 


Theſe two motions, in compliance 
with the new Statute, were delivercd 


to the Secretary in writing on. the 


12th, figned by nine gentlemen ; Sa- 
muel Horſley, Nevil Maſkelyne, Wil- 
liam James, Henry Maty, Charles Hut- 
ton, John Hyacinth de Magellan, Francis 
Maſeres, T. Brand Hollis, Richard 
Paul Jodrell. 


When theſe motions were firſt read by 
the Secretary on the 12th, the Preſident 
attempted to put the queſtion, whether 


it was the pleaſure of the Society that they 


ſhould be hung up in the mecting-room. 
His 


EF 
—— t— Gram 
. = 


— 
— 


. ——— 8 2 - 
£ 2 © _ & ” 20 — — I ic 2 I > 1 
RN ” * * p * 
—— RIC * 1 72 — - ; 


W—_R__—_———_——W——w— ct OO 
— — — -_ ——_— 


RN 
* 

2 * W — — 

— r 

3 — * 

— 


ES 


"2 W_—— — 

— = % — _ . — — 

B > 7 _ R—— 

- — mn Co — 2 4 — _ 
1 s - — - 

Þ 3 - — - - - - - — 


N * 
— = 


— 
2 * A 


* 


—_—_ — 


8 S — — 


— 
"Lg 


—__ — cn. — 
- — — 


. ̃ . = Et 


44 A * 
2 


—— 


— — 
— 


— 


n = - 2 — — 2 _ 2 8 
2 5 — > . £ 

* 1. — I — - 

LS w 


- 
by 2 * S * 
— = = ———- SS = = - - 
— . —— — 
—— — — =_ 
== : — < 
_—— 7 2 - 


„ 
His friends were prepared to cry, No, 
No. But Dr. Horſley roſe, and told the 
Preſident, * that he was not at liberty to 
« put that queſtion. That the new ſtatute 
*« ordains, that any motion delivered in 
« writing to the Secretary, ſubſcribed by 
* not leſs than fix Fellows, muſt be hung 
c up in the meeting-room for a fortnight, 
* and mult be put to a ballot. That the 
« Society, by the force of this ſtatute, were 
« left without the power of a previous ne- 
„ oative.” The Preſident's friends ſeemed 
unwilling to admit this conſtruction of the 
new law. Dr. Horſley inſiſted on the letter 
of the ſtatute, which he ſaid . he was very 
« willing to accept in its fair and obvious 
<« conftruction,—He thought the regula- 
tion a wiſe one. — He confeſſed it would 
* be unreaſonable, that the Society ſhould 
ever be troubled with the diſcuſſion of a 
« queſtion, which no fix members would 
% approve. But if the ſtatute was to be 
* made the engine of deſpotiſm ; if it was 
to be twiſted, by arbitrary conſtructions, 
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te to any ſenſe which might ſerve a preſent 
p e purpoſe ; he ſaid, it would then become 
20 * a grievance, which the Viſitors muſt be 
* called upon to redreſs. He faid, that it 
e is not at all neceſſary that a majority 
* of the Society ſhould concur in an ap- 
te peal. Any one member has the right of 
“ appeal, who may feel himſelf aggriev- 
« ed. That if he could ſuppoſe that none 
* would join him in a reſiſtance to theſe 
s arbitrary proceedings, (he knew the 
© caſe would be far otherwiſe, but could 
* he ſuppoſe ſo tame a ſpirit would pre- 
* vail) he would himſelf be the one per- 
« ſon to call in the Viſitors. And the 
«« appeal being once lodged, he reminded 
the Preſident, that the ſtatute againſt 
which the appeal would lie, till the 
«« Viſitors ſhould have decided upon the 
„ cauſe, would be mere waſte paper.” 


The Preſident, finding himſelf faſt 
bound in the fetters which himſelf had 
forged, made no further reſiſtance. The 

T motions 
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motions were accepted, and on Thurſday 
the 26th the debate came on. Dr. Horſ- 
ley, the mover of the two queſtions, con- 
tended „ that the influence, which had 
been actually exerted by the chair in the 
« election of candidates, conſtituted a ne- 
* ceſſity for theſe regulations. He offered 
to prove by eight inſtances, that by this 
influence, the Society had actually loſt 
e many uſeful members.” It was objected 
on the other ſide, that it would be improper 
to enter into a diſcuſſion of the character 
and qualifications of any of the gentlemen 
who had been excluded, becauſe it might 
not be proper or ſafe for the Preſident's 
friends to ſtate objections to character in 
anſwer to the encomiums which the ſup- 
porters of the two motions would pro- 
bably beſtow on every excluded candidate. 
That the diſcuſlion was unneceſlary, 
becauſe if the interference of the Pre- 
fident was at all improper, it was 
equally improper in the caſe of an un- 


deſerving, and of a worthy candidate. 
The 


199-1] 

The mover of the queſtion acquieſced 
in theſe principles, and dropped that 
part of his argument. He acknow- 
ledged “ that the Preſident would deſerve 
ce the thanks of the Society, by warning 
« gentlemen againſt improper candidates. 
« But he contended, that this warning 
* ought to be given ſome conſiderable 
te time before the evening of election, 
ce that every gentleman might have op- 
* portunities of forming his own opinion 
* of the merits of the candidate, upon 
his own enquiries.” Upon this ground 
he argued for the firſt queſtion ; “ and 
„ the ſecond, he ſaid, was ſo plain a 
„e truth, that as nothing could be ſaid 
ein oppoſition to it, ſo it was unneceſſary 
ce to allege any arguments in its ſupport. 
That the officers of the Society are not 
ce the ſervants of the Preſident. That 
te they owe him no particular duty, more 
« than the reſpe& that is owed to him 
« by every other Fellow. That their 
ec whole duty is owed to the Society. 


T 2 « And 
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« And the duty they owe the Society, 
« js to obey the Statutes, and to act for 
« its intereſt, and its honour, according 
** to their own opinion and their own 
6 conſcience.” 


Mr. Baron Maſeres roſe to ſecond Dr. 
Horſley's motion, and ſaid, That the two 
*« reſolutions propoſed to the Society ap- 
«« peared to him to be ſo evidently true, that 
« it was almoſt impoſſible for any member 
* of a Philoſophical Society to give his 
« negative to them, and therefore hoped 
„ that the Society would inſtantly give 
them an unanimous aſſent.” This oc- 
caſioned a laugh from many of the Pre- 
ſident's friends: upon which Mr. Ma- 
ſeres ſaid, That he had meant to ſpeak 
« yery ſeriouſly, in ſaying what he had 
« ſaid concerning the impoſſibility of 
« giving a negative to ſuch very evident 
* propoſitions ; but that as he perceived, 

that many Gentlemen of the Society 
« ſeemed unwilling ta let the reſolutions 
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« paſs unanimouſly in the affirmative, he 
« would recommend it to them to get rid 
« of them either by a previous queſtion, 
* or by an amendment that would ren- 
« der them capable of receiving a nega- 
te tive from reaſonable men, as by pre- 
« fixing to them the words, It 7s neceſ= 
„ ſary to declare that, &c.” 


He alſo ſaid, That he thought the 
« Gentlemen, who had brought forward 
* theſe reſolutions, were under an obliga- 
« tion of ſtating to the Society the facts, 
* which they thought had rendered the 
« declaration of ſuch reſolutions neceſ- 
« fary: to the end that they might not 
* be expoſed to the cenſure of troubling 
* the Society, and waſting their time in 
« debating and conſidering, and declaring 
their aſſent to mere abſtract propoſi- 
of tions, however true orevident: and that 
therefore he would relate to the Society 
* thoſe facts concerning the Preſident's 
conduct, which were the occaſion of 
* the 
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&« the ſecond reſolution.” He then ſaid, 


«© That he had heard Mr. Maty, the Se- 
te cretary, declare and complain, that the 
ce Preſident had on one occaſion defired 


% him to black-ball a particular perſon, 


e who was a candidate for a fellowſhip 
© of the Royal Society, a few minutes 
ce before the balloting begun; and that 
he, Mr. Maty, had thereupon told the 
„ Preſident, that he could not comply 
with his requeſt, becauſe the candidate 
« was a reſpectable perſon and his friend, 
*« and that he had promiſed to vote for 
„him: upon which the Preſident re- 
e plied with ſome ſurprize ; What, then! 
* am 1 deſerted by my aſſeſſors?” He 
further ſaid, © That Mr. Maty had 
added, that, on a ſecond occaſion, ſome 
* months after the former, the Preſident 
had again deſired him, a little before 
e the balloting for a fellowthip of the 
% Royal Society had begun, to black- 
« ball the candidate; to which he had 
„made the like anſwer of refuſal as be- 

« fore; 


* rs cate: 


** I iy 


—— 
af - P : . +> 
„ 


* 


e 


b 
7 
o 
* 


* 7 4 2 8 Oe EL. « " j 
* * * { ” F : 1 
* *. = . 4 Li - i ; 
4s «S; +, + 85 =, 4 1 ; 1 Fl R 9 
- ws rh EW . £ 4 . 2 
A ** * 4 ** * „ 3 


. 


a 


Ss 


a 


* Kok, 2 . wi Wy * nn e 1 


( a] - 
© fore; and that then the Preſident 
* had ſaid with great warmth, Oh 50 


, underfiand you now, Mr. Maty ; 
cc you'll pleaſe to obſerve, that this is the 


„ ſecond time that you have voted con- 


* trary to my dejire.” 


Mr. Maty was abſent, being confined 
to his bed by a ſevere illneſs. But the 
relation, given by Mr. Baron Maſeres, of 
the two converſations between the Preſi- 
dent and Mr. Maty, in both of which the 
Preſident had taken the liberty to expreſs 
ſuch high indignation at Mr. Maty's refu- 
ſal of a black-ball, was confirmed in all 
its eſſential circumſtances by Dr. Horſley. 
Dr. Horſley indeed related the words of 
the ſecond converſation with ſome little 
variation. Inſtead of © Oh bo! I under- 
* fland you now, Mr. Maty,” the exor- 
dium, as Dr. Horſley related it, was 
*« Oh ho! now we underſtand one another, 
« Mr. Maty.” In what followed he 
agreed exactly with Mr. Baron Maſeres: 

3 but 


„ ben 
but obſerved, that the whole converſa- 


tion was cloſed with a menace, which 


the learned Baron had omitted, Per- 
„ haps, Sir, this may be a buſineſs for 
the Council.“ Mr. Baron Maſeres ſaid, 
Very true, I recolle& that Mr. Maty 
* mentioned words to that effect.“ 80 
that the whole variety between the two 
relations of the Baron and Dr. Horſley 
lay in the difference between theſe two 
forms of expreſſion, Oh ho! I under- 
e ſtand you now, Mr. Maty,” and“ Oh 
% ho! Mr. Maty, now we underſtand one 
another.“ The Gentlemen on the other 
ſide contended, that this flight difference 
invalidated their whole teſtimony to the 
fat. The Preſident maintained, that the 
words aſcribed to him, upon the ſecond 
occaſion, were ſo very fooliſh and impro- 
per that he could not have made uſe of 
them. In this argument the premiſes were 


too clear to be denied, though many were 


inclined to doubt of the concluſion. The 


Preſident however confeſſed, that he might 
ſay 
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fay to Mr, Maty upon the ſecond occa- 
fion, ** I think, Sir, we are always upon 
% contrary ſides.” However, the depo- 
fitions of Mr. Maſeres and Dr. Horſley 
being thus ſet aſide, it was argued, that no 
well-atteſted inſtances had been produced, 
in which the Preſident had attempted to 
influence the officers of the Society, in 
the manner which the ſecond queſtion 
declared to be improper ; and that of 
conſequence that motion became quite 
unneceſſary, The firſt motion was 
deerned unneceſſary too, for want of 
that proof which the ſupporters of 
it were not allowed to bring. Dr. 
Horſley was ſtopped, when he would 
have ſtated his eight inſtances of exclu- 
fions ; and then it was pretended, that no 
evidence had been brought, that any ex- 
cluſion had ever taken place at the in- 
ſtance of the Preſident. An objection 
of more weight, becauſe a fairer one, was 
urged by the Lord Viſcount Mahon ; that 
a ſollicitation of votes as a perſonal fa- 
U vour 
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vour would be improper, in any member 
of the Society, as well as in the Preſident ; 
and at all times, as well. as on the even- 
ing of elections. That the reſtraint there- 
fore ſhould have been general, extend- 
ing to all the members of the Society at | 
all times. Had his Lordſhip preferred a 5 
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ſpecific amendment, to make the motion F 
conformable to his own ſentiments, it 7 
would probably have been accepted. : 

The chief opponent of both the motions i 
was Mr. Thomas Anguith the Account- ö 
ant-General; a Gentleman who ſtands 
high in the eſteem of the world for his pro- £ 


feſſional abilities, and his public talents"; 
not to mention the embelliſhment which 


r | 3 


his character receives from ſome little 
tincture of the liberal ſciences. Mr. 
Anguiſh has indeed, in every ſtage of 


theſe debates, been the moſt active ad- 
vocate of the Preſident's meaſures. It 
has been matter of ſurprize to Gentle- 
men on both ſides, that ſa little notice 

6 Was 


1 147 ] 

was taken of his laboured harangues in he 
two laſt debates, by the Gentleman at 
whom his rhetoric was underſtood to be 
chiefly pointed. It is fit that the reaſon, 
which Dr. Horſley has aſſigned to his 
friends, ſhould be now imparted to the 
public. He was over-heard to ſay, after 
the meeting of the 26th broke up, that 
Mr. Anguiſh's ſpeeches contained ſo little 
of argument upon the point in debate, 
and ſo many grols perſonalities, that he 
thought them beſt anſwered by a filent 
contempt : that had he replied at all, 
it muſt have been only to expreſs the 
particular pride and ſatisfaction, which 
he feels in a conduct which the Account- 
ant-General thinks proper to reprobate ; 
and to lament, that the diſcordance of 
their opinions thould be ſo great, that he 
could only concur with the Accountant- 
General in a ſingle ſentiment; namely, 
that the Society has not been ſufficiently 
nice, in canvaling the qualifications of the 
members, which ſhe has thought proper to 

U 2 adopt, 


[ 48 
adopt; and that, through this inattention, 
ſome perſons of an improper complexion 
have gained admiſſion: Such are they, 
who preſume to trace the conduct of 
their aſſociates, when it happens to dif- 
fer from their own, to baſe and diſho- 
nourable motives: Such are they, who dare 
to inſinuate, that any member of the 
Society has not been obſervant of the 
obligation, which he ſubſcribed at his 
admiſſion. It is to be ſuppoſed, that 
the intereſt and honour of the Society 
are objects to which all her members 
are equally attached, whatever differences 
of opinion may prevail concerning the 
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goniſts, he had the ſatisfaction to find 
himſelf 


means, by which thoſe deſirable ends are 
to be ſecured. It is to be regretted, that 5 
any, who hold a contrary language, ever 
gained admiſſion into a philoſophical : 
community. : 
However feeble the force of Mr. An- | 
guiſh's rhetoric might appear to his anta- f 
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himſelf on the victorious ſide. Both 
queſtions were rejected by a great 
majority. Upon the firſt the affirma- 
tive balls were only 27, the nega- 
tive 115. Upon the ſecond, previouſly 
encumbered with amendments to render 
it nugatory, the affirmatives were 23, 
the negatives 102. Still the minority 
feel no abaſhment. Two and two ever 
will be four, and the three angles of a 
triangle ever will be equal to two right 
angles, whatever majorities Preſidents of 
Royal Societies may procure to vote the 
contrary, 


APPEN- 


13 


RN NEL 


R. Horſley's motion, Dec. 18, for the 
reading of Dr. Hutton's defence, was 


ſeconded by Dr. Maſkelyne, who ſpoke to 
this effect: He apologiſed for taking up 
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the time of the Society, being unaccuſtomed 
to ſpeak in public, and ſorry that the ne- 
ceflary defence of a worthy member might 
throw blame in another quarter. That a 
regard to juſtice impelled him to it, and that 
nothing but that could have induced him to 
it. He had had the honour to be a member 
of the late Council; and was preſent at a 
meeting thereof, when a motion was made 
implying the removal of Dr. Hutton from 
his place of Foreign Secretary. That at 
the lame time Mr. Þlanta, your worthy and 
learned minuting Secretary, was mentioned 
as proper to ſucceed him; who he durſt 
lay, from his knowledge of him, did not 
ſeek for this office, but might perhaps not 
think it improper for him to accept of it, 
if it ſhould be vacant. Left the general 
motion, implying the removal of Dr. Hut- 
ton, might not be ſufficient; an accuſation 
was added, of his having been guilty of 
neglect of duty in the courſe of the laſt 
year. Upon this it was rejoined, that Dr. 
Hutton was ſo remarkably diligent and ex- 
act in batinels, that there muit be ſome 

| ** miſtake 
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miſtake in this ſuggeſtion of negle& of 
duty, and it was defired that he might be 
heard in his defence, before a reſolution was 
paſſed which virtually deprived him of his 
office, This was abſolutely refuſed ; the 
ſame, as he underſtands, was done at the laſt 
meeting of the Society, at which he was 
not preſent, but where, as he has been in— 
formed, Dr. Hutton was again accuſed of 
neglect of duty, without any particular 
charges being brought againſt him.” The 


| Aſtonomer Royal went on, and faid, “ Thar 


he thought no officer of the Society ought 
to be removed, but for grave and weighty 
reaſons; as it could not be done, without 
throwing ſome imputation upon his charac- 
ter. That Dr. Hutton is now contending, 
not for a place of twenty pounds a year, 
but for his good name, for the good opi- 
nion of this Society, which is much more 
precious to him.“ He added, That he 
was particularly ſorry, that this i Injury had 
been done to one of the moſt learned and 
deſerving of their members, who has com- 
municated many valuable papers to them, 
and is likely to communicate many more; 
who is indefatigable in buſineſs, has ſpent his 
whole time in the promotion of ſcience; 
and is one of the greateſt mathematicians 
in Europe.” 
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APPENDIX, No II. 


N idea having gone abroad, that the 
firſt votes in Dr. Hutton's buſineſs were 
it is thought adviſeable 
to lay before the Publig the names of the 
members who were preſent on the two firſt 


obtained by ſurprize ; 


nights of debate. 


Fellows preſent Dec. 11, 1783. 


Sir Joſeph Banks in the Chair, 


Mr Anguiſh 

Mr. Aubert 

Mr. H. Browne 
Dr. Brockleſby 
Dr. Blagden 

Mr. Bridgen 

Mr. Brown 

Mr. Brereton 
Dr. Bromfield 
Mr. Bagnell 
Duke de Chartres 
Prince Caramanica 
Mr. Cavendiſh 
Mr. Cotton 
Mr. Crawford 
Mr. Combe 

Mr. Emlyn 

Mr, Freere 

Mr. Felton 


Dr. Fordyce 
Dr. Fothergill 
Dr. Gray 

Mr. Glenie 
Dr. Garthſhore 


Dr. Garden 


Dr. Heberden 
Dr. Horſley 
Mr. Hollis 

Mr. Hunter 
Mr. Hurlock 
Mr. Hurlock 
Mr. Horsfall 
Mr. Ker 

Dr. Kippis 
Mr. Kirwan 
Dr. Lort 
Lord Mulgrave 
Mr. Magellan 


Mr, 
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Mr. Maſeres Mr. Ruſſel 
Mr. Maty Lord Spencer 
Mr. Marſden Dr. Symmonds 
Mr. Mauduit Mr. Scward 
Dr. Morell Sir Geo. Shuckburgh 
General Melville Dr. Saunders 
Lord Palmerſton Dr. Smyth 
Mr. Poore Dr. Stebbing 
Mr. Planta Mr. Whitehurſt 
Mr. Paradiſe Mr. Watſon 
Mr. Putman Mr. Walſh 

Governor Pownall Mr. Wales 

| Dr. Price 


Fellows preſent Dec. 18, 1783. 
Sir Joſeph Banks in the Chair. 


Mr. Adye - | Dr. Dargent 
Mr. Anguiſh Mr, Emlyn 
Mr. Atwood Mr. Felton 
Mr. Aubert Dr. Fordyce 
Dr. Blagden Dr. Fothergill 
Count Bruhl Dr. Garden 
Mr. Bridgen Dr. Garthſhore 
Dr. Brockleſby Mr. Glenie 
Dr. Bromfield Dr. Goſſet 
Mr. Brereton Dr. Gray 
Mr. Brown Dr. Horſley 
Dr. Buxton Mr. Hurlock 
Mr. Beaufoy Mr. Hurlock 
Mr. Cavendiſh Mr. Hunter 
Mr, Cavallo Dr. Heberden 
Mr. Combe Mr. James 


Mr. Crawtord Mr. Ibbetſon 
X Dr. 


1 


4 


Dr. Kippis 

Mr. Keate 

Mr. Kirwan 

Mr. Layard 

Dr, Lockman- 
Sir Aſhton Lever 
Mr, Magellan 
Mr, Maſeres 

Dr. Maſkelyne 
Mr. Maty 


General Melville 


Mr. Mauduit- 
Mr. Mylne 
Mr. Minet 
Mr. Nairne 
Mr. Planta 
Mr. Paradiſe 
Mr. Penncck 
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Mr. Poore 
Governor Pownall 
Dr. Price 

Mr. Raper 

Mr. Ruſſell 


Dr. Sheperd 


Sir Geo. Shuckburgh 
Dr. Stebbing 

Mr. Stuart 

Dr. Simmons 

Lord Spencer 

Mr. Wales 

Mr. Walſh 

Dr. Watſon 

Mr. Whitchurſt 
Dr. Wilkinſon 

Mr. Wollaſton 

Mr. Henry Watſon 
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Page 7. line 1. for the zoth read the anniverſary 


19. line penult. 


confirmed as 


or made confirmed, as read made, 


21. line 3. for had read have 


22. line 4. dels of 


38. line 1. for of read for 
62. line ult. fer putting che read putting of the 
110. note, he 1: for he read be. 
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